
 
 

 AGENDA 

GULFPORT CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2023 AT 4:30 PM 

 
A.   Prayer 
  

B.   Pledge of Allegiance 
  

C.   Call to Order 
  

D.   Determination of a Quorum 
  

E.   Confirmation of Agenda 
  

F.   Adoption of Minutes 
  

   F1.  Planning Commission Meeting - January 26, 2023 
  

G.   Announcements 
  

   

G1.  If you are aggrieved by a vote of the Planning Commission, see below. 
  

DECISION ITEMS:  Except as noted below, items listed on this agenda as “Decision Items” 
may be appealed to the Gulfport City Council as follows:  Any person or any officer, 
department or agency of the City aggrieved by a decision of the Planning Commission may, 
within fifteen (15) days thereafter, appeal therefore to the Gulfport City Council by 
submitting to the Planning Commission (Department of Urban Development – Planning 
Division) a written notice of appeal specifying the decision from which the appeal is 
taken.  In the case of such appeal, the Planning Commission shall cause a transcript of the 
proceedings in the case to be certified to the City Council, and the matter will be heard on 
said transcripts.  The filing fee for an appeal is based on the actual cost of the required 
official transcript and any related miscellaneous charges.   
 
Exception:  The disapproval of a general subdivision plan may be appealed by the subdivider 
by submitting to the Planning Commission and the Mayor and City Council a written notice 
of appeal.  Upon receipt of notice of appeal, the planning commission shall transmit to the 
City Council a certified copy of the proceedings upon which the appeal is taken.  The City 
Council may overrule such disapproval by a recorded vote of not less than 2/3 of its entire 
membership.  No other right of appeal exists as to action taken by the Planning Commission 
on a general subdivision plan.  The City Council hearing is not limited to the record created 
before the Planning Commission. 
 
RECOMMENDATION ITEMS:  As to items listed on this agenda as “Recommendation 



 
 

Items”, the recommendation of the Planning Commission, whether to approve (with or 
without condition) or disapprove, will automatically be submitted to the City Council by the 
Department of Urban Development – Planning Division, and the item (except 
recommendations on Final Plats which are not so limited) will be considered by the City 
Council on the record created before the Planning Commission.  It is not necessary to file 
anything with the Planning Commission in order to have the matter heard by the City 
Council.  
  

   

G2.  Anyone speaking today is asked to complete a "Speaker's Card". 
  

Please provide the completed card at the time you speak to the Planning Commission. City 
staff personnel can assist in any questions you may have or in completing the card. This 
public meeting is open to all for comment. 
  

H.   Hearing of Cases 
  

   H1.  Planning Commission Decision 
  

      

H11.  Hearing of Cases 
  

Planning Commission Approval 2301PC002, by agent Bryce McMurry, tax parcel 0810O-
02-012.000, Requests to convert portion of Mobile Home Park into RV use, 2800 19th 
Ave, Zoned B-2 (General business), Ward 3 

      

2.  Planning Commission Approval 2302PC012:  
  

Planning Commission Approval 2302PC012, by agent Kristine Greb, tax parcel 0910B-
01-046.000, Requests approval for a home occupation of a mobile provider for LED light 
facial treatments, 4800 Kendall Ave, Zoned R-1-7.5 (Single family district), Ward 4 

      

3.  Special Exception 2302SE015: 
Withdrawn by Applicant: 
  

Special Exception 2302SE015, by agents Twial & Terrance Johnson, tax parcel 0809K-
01-001.019, Requests Special Exception for day care use,9454 Three Rivers Rd, Zoned B-
2 (General business), Ward 3 

   H2.  Planning Commission Recommendation 
  

      

H21.  Hearing of Cases 
  

Zoning Text Amendment 2301PC008 by City of Gulfport, Amendments to the Accessory 
Building Ordinance Sec. IV. Supplementary regulations. (2) Accessory building; to 
consider changes to limitations on size, height, setbacks, and number allowed. 

      

2.  Zoning Map Amendment 2302PC014: 
  

Zoning Map Amendment 2302PC014, by owner Jeanette Ladner, tax parcel 0711P-01-
002.000, Requests to rezone from T5 (Urban center zone) from T4+(General Urban Zone 
"Plus"), Ward 2 

      3.  Zoning Text Amendment 2302PC016: 



 
 

Postponed to March Meeting: 
  

Zoning Text Amendment 230202PC016, by agent David P. Sullian, Amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, as amended Section III District Regulations, (K) Chart 
of Permitted Uses, (2) Schedule of Uses Medical Cannabis Dispensary 

      

4.   Zoning Text Amendment 2302PC023: 
Postponed to March Meeting: 
  

Zoning Text Amendment 2302PC023, by the City of Gulfport, Amendments to the 
SmartCode Zoning Article 3, Section 3.1, to vacate the SmartCode Community 
Regulating Plans for Westside and Florence Gardens. 

      

5.  Zoning Text Amendment 2209PC171: 
Postponed to February Meeting: 
  

Zoning Text Amendment 2209PC171, by Lauren Illing, City of Gulfport, Amendments to 
the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, as amended, Section I Definitions (B) Words and 
Phrases Medical cannabis Establishment and Section III District Regulations, (K) Chart of 
Permitted Uses, (2) Schedule of Uses Medical Cannabis Dispensary, to allow a Medical 
Cannabis dispensary as a matter of right in R-B, B-1, B-2, B4, T4+, T5, T6 zoning 
districts.   

I.   Reports 
  

J.   Unfinished Business 
  

K.   Other Business 
  

L.   Adjournment 
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MINUTES 

GULFPORT CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, January 26, 2023, 4:30 P.M. 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

A.  Prayer:  The Planning Commission led a prayer. 

 

B.  Pledge of Allegiance:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

C. Call to Order:  The meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order at   4:30         

p.m.                                
 

D. Determination of a Quorum: A roll call was performed and a quorum was determined. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

WM. PRINCE JONES 

KEITH WILLIAMS 

HAROLD SPANN 

BJ SELLERS 

TIM DAIGLE JR. 

CHARLIE HEWES 

VIRGINIA ADOLPH 

GARLON PEMBERTON 

BRYAN JACOBS 

CHRIS ROMANO 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 

DOUG HANCOCK 

 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: 

GREG HOLMES 

CORY LONG 

MATILDA WELCH 

KEVIN BROWN 

RHONDA GADDIS 

 

COURT REPORTER: 

NORMA SOROE 

 

E. Confirmation of Agenda:  

 

F. Adoption of Minutes:  

 

A motion by   Mr. Pemberton   to approve Minutes of the December 15, 2022, meeting 

was seconded by  Mr. Jones    and carried. 

  

G. Hearing of Cases: 
 

G1.  The PUBLIC DECLARATION OF APPEAL PROCESS was read by the Chairperson:  

Any person or any officer, department or agency of the City aggrieved by any decision of the 

Planning Commission may within fifteen (15) days thereafter appeal there from to the mayor 

and City Council by filing with the Planning Commission a written notice of appeal 

specifying the decision from which the appeal is taken.  In case of such appeal, the Planning 

Commission shall cause a transcript of the proceedings in the case to be certified to the 

mayor and City Council, and the matter will be heard on said transcripts. The filing fee for an 

appeal is based on the actual cost of the required official transcript and any related 

miscellaneous charges. Any appeal shall be in writing and submitted to the Department of 

Urban Development–Planning Division stating what decision is being appealed and detailing 

how you are aggrieved. 
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      G2.  The Chairperson asked for anyone speaking at the meeting to complete a Speaker’s 

Card.   

 

      G3.  Routine Agenda 

 

H.  Planning Commission Decisions 
 

1. Planning Commission Approval 2301PC002: 
(Postponed to February meeting) 

 

Planning Commission Approval 2301PC002, by agent Bryce McMurry, tax parcel 0810O-02-

012.000, Requests to convert portion of Mobile Home Park into RV use, 2800 19th Ave, Zoned 

B-2 (General business), Ward 3 

 

Speaking for the Petition:  

 

Speaking against the Petition:  

 

Motion: 

 

Second:  

 

KEITH WILLIAMS   –  Chairman 

HAROLD SPANN   –  

VIRGINIA ADOLPH   – 

CHARLIE HEWES   –   

BJ SELLERS   –   

WM. PRINCE JONES   –   

DOUG HANCOCK   –   

BRYAN JACOBS  –   

TIM DAIGLE JR  –   

GARLON PEMBERTON       –  

CHRIS ROMANO                   – 

 

Action: Motion carried 

 

2. Special Exception 2301SE006: 

 

Special Exception 2301SE006, by agent Austin Keith, tax parcel 0911B-02-013.000, seeking 

approval of a liquor store use at 111 Courthouse Rd, Zoned T-6 (Urban Core Zone), Ward 2 

 

Speaking for the Petition: Austin Keith 

 

Speaking against the Petition:  None 

 

Motion: Mr. Hewes – To approve request. 

 

Second: Mr. Pemberton 

 

KEITH WILLIAMS   –  Chairman 

HAROLD SPANN   – Yea 

VIRGINIA ADOLPH   – Yea 

CHARLIE HEWES   – Yea 

BJ SELLERS   – Yea 

WM. PRINCE JONES   – Yea 

DOUG HANCOCK   –  Absent 

BRYAN JACOBS  –  Yea 

TIM DAIGLE JR  –  Yea 

GARLON PEMBERTON       –  Yea 

CHRIS ROMANO                   –  Yea 

 

Action: Motion carried unanimously. 
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3.  Planning Commission Approval 2211PC194: 

 

Planning Commission Approval 2211PC194, by owner Daniel Conwill IV, tax parcel 1011D-03-

008.000, Seeking approval for an outdoor entertainment venue at 942 1/2 Beach Blvd, Zoned T5 

(Urban Center Zone), Ward 2 

 

Speaking for the Petition: Daniel Conwill IV, Ryan Nugent 

 

Speaking against the Petition: Kelly Rogers, Greg Smith 

 

Motion: Mr. Hewes – To approve request contingent on City Council approval. 

 

Second: Mr. Sellers 

 

KEITH WILLIAMS   –  Chairman 

HAROLD SPANN   – Yea 

VIRGINIA ADOLPH   – Yea 

CHARLIE HEWES   – Yea 

BJ SELLERS   – Yea 

WM. PRINCE JONES   – Yea 

DOUG HANCOCK   –  Absent 

BRYAN JACOBS  –  Yea 

TIM DAIGLE JR  –  Yea 

GARLON PEMBERTON       –  Yea 

CHRIS ROMANO                   – Yea 

 

Action: Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

I. Planning Commission Recommendations 

 
1. Zoning Text Amendment 2209PC171: 

 

Zoning Text Amendment 2209PC171, by Lauren Illing, City of Gulfport, Amendments to the 

Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, as amended, Section I Definitions (B) Words and Phrases 

Medical cannabis Establishment and Section III District Regulations, (K) Chart of Permitted 

Uses, (2) Schedule of Uses Medical Cannabis Dispensary, to allow a Medical Cannabis 

dispensary as a matter of right in R-B, B-1, B-2, B4, T4+, T5, T6 zoning districts. 

 

Speaking for the Petition: Lauren Illing, David Brown, Leah Simon, Ida Henly, Brandi 

Miles,  Johnathan Brown, Mathew Wells, Natalie Bonner, Jordan Lane Giluore, Larry 

Vaugh, Farris Colton, Stephanie Dreuer, Samantha Case. 

 

Speaking against the Petition: Sandra Wyche, Jim Foster, Jo Tappan, William J. McCown 

 

Motion: Mr. Hewes – To deny request for the following: (1) There are currently five 

locations that have met City of Gulfport requirements. 

(2) Request too premature for this magnitude. 

 

Second: Mr. Sellers 

 

Action: Motion died for lack of a positive vote. 

 

Second Motion: Mrs. Adolph – Motion to table case to allow a workshop within the next 45 

days. 

 

Second: Mr. Spann 

 

 

 



4 

 

KEITH WILLIAMS   –  Chairman 

HAROLD SPANN   –  Yea 

VIRGINIA ADOLPH   – Yea 

CHARLIE HEWES   –  Nay 

BJ SELLERS   –  Nay 

WM. PRINCE JONES   –  Yea 

DOUG HANCOCK   –  Absent 

BRYAN JACOBS  –  Yea 

TIM DAIGLE JR  –  Yea 

GARLON PEMBERTON       –  Yea 

CHRIS ROMANO                   –  Yea 

 

Action: Motion carried unanimously. 

 

2. Zoning Map Amendment 2211PC195:  

(Postponed from December 15th Meeting) 

 

Zoning Map Amendment 2211PC195, by owner Daniel Conwill IV, tax parcel 1011D-03-

008.000, Requests rezone from T5 (Urban Center Zone) to T6 (Urban Core Zone), 942 1/2 

Beach Blvd, Ward 2 

 

Speaking for the Petition: Daniel Conwill IV, Ryan Nugent 

 

Speaking against the Petition: None 

 

Motion: Mr. Daigle – To approve request. 

 

Second: Mr. Ramono 

 

KEITH WILLIAMS   – Chairman 

HAROLD SPANN   – Yea 

VIRGINIA ADOLPH   – Yea 

CHARLIE HEWES   –  Absent (Left meeting early) 

BJ SELLERS   –  Yea 

WM. PRINCE JONES   –  Yea 

DOUG HANCOCK   –  Absent 

BRYAN JACOBS  –  Yea 

TIM DAIGLE JR  –  Yea 

GARLON PEMBERTON       –  Yea 

CHRIS ROMANO                   – Yea 

 

Action: Motion carried unanimously. 

 

3. Zoning Text Amendment 2212PC225: 

 

Zoning Text Amendment 2212PC225, by CRC Westside, amendments to the SmartCode  

Zoning Article 5, as amended, Section 5.3.3 (a) , 5.4.3 (a), 5.5.3 (a), 5.6.3 (a), and Article  

6, Table 10; these amendments are to reflect how unspecified uses of property as  

processed in these zoning districts. 

 

Speaking for the Petition: Cory Long, Jim Foster, William J. McCown 

  

Speaking against the Petition: None  

 

Motion: Mrs. Adolph – To approve request. 

 

Second: Mr. Spann 

 

KEITH WILLIAMS   – Chairman 

HAROLD SPANN   – Yea 

VIRGINIA ADOLPH   – Yea 

CHARLIE HEWES   –  Absent 
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BJ SELLERS   –  Yea 

WM. PRINCE JONES   –  Yea 

DOUG HANCOCK   –  Absent 

BRYAN JACOBS  –  Yea 

TIM DAIGLE JR  –  Yea 

GARLON PEMBERTON       –  Yea 

CHRIS ROMANO                   –  Yea 

 

Action: Motion carried unanimously. 

 

    5. Zoning Map Amendment 2301PC001: 

 

Zoning Map Amendment 2301PC001, by agent Greg Smith, tax parcels 1011D-01-036.000 and 

1011D-01-038.001, Requests to rezone from T6 (Urban Core Zone) to T4+ (General Urban Zone 

"Plus"), 146 Oleander Dr., Zoned T6 (Urban Core Zone), Ward 2 

 

Speaking for the Petition: Greg Smith  

 

Speaking against the Petition: None 

 

Motion: Mr. Jones – To approve request. 

 

Second: Mr. Ramono 

 

KEITH WILLIAMS   –  Chairman 

HAROLD SPANN   –  Yea 

VIRGINIA ADOLPH   –  Yea 

CHARLIE HEWES   –  Absent 

BJ SELLERS   –  Yea 

WM. PRINCE JONES   –  Yea 

DOUG HANCOCK   –  Absent 

BRYAN JACOBS  –  Yea 

TIM DAIGLE JR  –  Yea 

GARLON PEMBERTON       –  Yea 

CHRIS ROMANO                   – Yea 

 

Action: Motion carried unanimously. 

    

6. Zoning Map Amendment 2301PC003: 

 

Zoning Map Amendment 2301PC003, by owner Advanced Contracting Services, tax parcel 

0710M-01-053.003, Requests to rezone from B-2 (General business) to I-1 (Light industry), 0 

28th Street, Ward 1 

 

Speaking for the Petition: Ian Nuschke  

 

Speaking against the Petition: None 

 

Motion: Mr. Sellers – To deny request 

 

Action: Motion failed for lack of a second. 

 

Second Motion: Mr. Daigle – To deny request. 

 

Second: Mr. Jones 

 

KEITH WILLIAMS   –  Chairman 

HAROLD SPANN   – Yea 

VIRGINIA ADOLPH   – Yea 

CHARLIE HEWES   –  Absent 

BJ SELLERS   –  Yea 

WM. PRINCE JONES   –  Yea 
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DOUG HANCOCK   –  Absent 

BRYAN JACOBS  –  Yea 

TIM DAIGLE JR  –  Yea 

GARLON PEMBERTON       –  Yea 

CHRIS ROMANO                   – Yea 

 

Action: Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

7. Zoning Text Amendment 2301PC007: 

 

Zoning Text Amendment 2301PC007, by agent Freddie Fountain, Amendments to the 

Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, as amended, to amend Section III. District Regulations (K) 

Chart of Permitted Uses (2) Schedule of uses - REDUCING SALON; to allow a reducing salon 

(i.e. a gym/fitness facility) in I-2 zoning districts 

 

Speaking for the Petition: Freddie Fountain, Rob Stinson, Rick Camarena 

 

Speaking against the Petition: None 

 

Motion: Mr. Pemberton – To approve request.  

 

Second: Mr. Romano 

 

KEITH WILLIAMS   – Chairman 

HAROLD SPANN   – Yea 

VIRGINIA ADOLPH   – Yea 

CHARLIE HEWES   –  Absent 

BJ SELLERS   –  Yea 

WM. PRINCE JONES   –  Yea 

DOUG HANCOCK   –  Absent 

BRYAN JACOBS  –  Yea 

TIM DAIGLE JR  –  Yea 

GARLON PEMBERTON       –  Yea 

CHRIS ROMANO                   – Yea 

 

Action: Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

J. Other Business      

 

 

I. Adjournment       
 

There being no further business, a Motion was made by  Mr. Sellers     to adjourn, seconded by  

_Mrs. Adolph       and carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at   7:13pm   .                                         

    

                                                                                

 

 

________________________________           Date: _______________________________ 

WILLIAM PRINCE JONES, Secretary 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:   City of Gulfport Planning Commission  
 
From:   Greg Holmes, Planning Administrator 

Urban Development Department  
 

 
 Date of Hearing:    February 23, 2023 
 

Re:           Planning Commission Decision 

 
 

 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:   City of Gulfport Planning Commission  
 
From:   Greg Holmes, Planning Administrator 

Urban Development Department  
 

 
 Date of Hearing:    February 23, 2023 
 

Re:           Planning Commission Approval 2301PC002: 
(Postponed to February Meeting) 

Planning Commission Approval 2301PC002, by agent Bryce McMurry, tax parcel 0810O-02-
012.000, Requests to convert portion of Mobile Home Park into RV use, 2800 19th Ave, Zoned 
B-2 (General business), Ward 3 
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Creekside Willows Redevelopment

Mobile Home Park

2800 19th Ave, Gulfport, MS 39501

Kinetic Capital, LLC

The Redevelopment of

KOG & OMG



Kinetic Capital, LLC
Creekside Willows

Mobile Home Park
Stenum Surveying, LLC

Existing Layout



Traffic Flow

Stop Signs

Fire Hyrdants

Business Identification Sign

Picnic Table
RV Site Pedastal

25' Setback

Designated MH Area

Recreational VehicleSiteRV1**
MH00 Manufactured Housing Site

50' Setback

LEGEND

New RV Site Common Area Foot Path

NOTES:

1.) Property address: 2800 19th Ave, Gulfport, MS 39501
2.) Recreational Vehicle Site Count: Seventy (70)
3.) Total Parking space count, on the RV side of the park: one hundred and seven (108)
seventy (70) at each site and thirty eight (38) extra guest spots.
4.) Total manufactured housing Sites: Twenty (20)
5.) All Manufactured homes will be wind zone 2.
6.) Manufactured homes will be set a foot above base flood elevation.
7.) Manufactured homes set in the flood zone must have core filled piers, with steel ties, on concrete
pad.
8.) Park meets size and density requirements of minimum three (3) acres of land, minimum forty (40)
recreational vehicle sites, maximum density of eighteen (18) recreational vehicle sites per acre.
9.) Recreation vehicle sites meet minimum site lot width of thirty (30) feet, minimum seperation of ten
(10) feet.
10.) Parking pads to be constructed of shell, marl, gravel or other suitable material, where required.
11.) Parking pads meet or exceed size requirements of eight (8) feet wide by eighteen (18) feet long.
12.) Minimum green space requirement is met at 67,439 sq. ft. or 15% of the total park. (10.2 acres *
43560 = 444,312 sq. ft) (67,439 / 444,312 = .15)
13.) Property is currently zoned B-2
14.) All twenty (20) manufactured housing sites are existing.
15.) Sixty one (61) of proposed RV sites are existing MH sites where the existing concrete pad will be
reused. Only nine (9) new sites are proposed.
16.) Proposed RV sites are outside of the floodway.
17.) Existing trees and landscaping will be reatined whenever possible. Refer to the survey for existing
items. They were left off the proposed plan for clarity purposes.

UTILITY NOTES:

1.) Closest public fire hydrant located at NW corner of 19th Ave and 29th st. Hydrants laid out from
there, throughout the park, at no more than 400' apart.
2.) RVs on sites in the flood zone will not exceed 400 sq. ft.
3.) Pedestals in the flood zone will be marine grade: RV147, RV149, RV151, RV153, RV155, RV157
4.) All RV SItes will consist of a RV Pad, parking spot, utility pedastal with 20/30/50 amp power, water
connection, and sewer connection.
5.) All sewer hookups will be equiped with a sewer cap.

15' Setback

Street light

Landscape Buffer

Kinetic Capital, LLC
The Willows at

Creekside RV Resort

Proposed Plan



Kinetic Capital, LLC
The Willows at

Creekside RV Resort

Proposed Plan



Kinetic Capital, LLC

NOTES:

1.) Based on current number of RV Sites, the bathroom facilities five toilets and lavatories are required per sex.
The shower requirement should only be two per sex but we are specifying three showers in the plan.
2.) Coin and card operated laundry equipment will be provided for the guest's convenience.
3.) A small camp store will be stocked with basic necessities.
4.) The manager's office will be located in this building along with a small storage area for company equipment
and supplies.
5.) This layout makes no changes to the footprint of the building, only to the interior which is mostly an empty
shell at the moment.
6.) Current CMU block exterior will be refinished with stucco.

Proposed Plan

OMG

The Willows at
Creekside RV Resort



Evacuation and Emergency Preparedness Plan

All motorhomes that enter the park should be in full running condition and should be
maintained in running condition so that they may leave the park with an hour or less
notice. Any bumper pull or fifth wheel camper should be accompanied by a vehicle
that is capable of pulling that unit out with an hour or less notice. Evacuation
information will be communicated out, via email, text message, Facebook, and if
staff are available via intercom/bullhorn announcements throughout the park.

Part of this property lies in a flood zone: In the event of a flash flood that poses an immediate threat to life and limb or a
hurricane is expected to create a high risk of flooding: The above evacuation plan should be followed. A timely and
orderly evacuation should take place in which each guest is encouraged to take all reasonable measure to protect their
safety and security. If you choose to leave your RV/Motorhome in the park, the park cannot be held responsible for any
damage that might happen to it due to the weather event or any criminal acts that might follow.

If you have time to safely do this before you evacuate:
1) Disconnect your camper from power, sewer, and water. Shut off your pedestal breakers and screw on your sites
sewer cap. (If during your stay, your sewer cap is broken or lost, please report this to the office so we can issue a
replacement.)
2) Secure any outside items in your camper (if you are leaving it) or take those outside items with you. Please carry any
trash bags that you have not already deposited in the dumpster. In the event of a disaster, trash pickup is generally
disrupted and less garbage in the dumpster will reduce the amount that could end up floating out.
3) If the weather event passes, the park is undamaged, and the local authorities give the all clear, we will welcome
guests immediately.

Kinetic Capital, LLC
The Willows at

Creekside RV Resort

Evacuation Plan
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Mail PPIN Parcel ID Name Address City State ZIP

87591 0810O-02-012.000 ENTRUST GROUP INC (OWNER) 1590 W 16TH STREET MERCED CA 95340

BRYCE MCMURRY (AGENT) PO BOX 1724 FAIRHOPE AL 36533

N Adjacent Property Owners (2301PC002)

87832 0811B-06-022.000 BROTZMAN DEAN 1919 -28TH STREET GULFPORT MS 39501

22859 0811B-05-027.000 COHEN EDWARD 11511 SAVANNAH PL GULFPORT MS 39503

N 35118 0810O-02-013.000 FAITH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 3050 19TH AVE GULFPORT MS 39501

87587 0810O-02-002.000 FAITH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 3050 19TH AVE GULFPORT MS 39501

N 107033 0810O-02-028.001 GLASSEA PROPERTIES LLC 1712 28TH ST GULFPORT MS 39501

N 35134 0810O-02-028.000 GLASSEA PROPERTIES LLC 1712 28TH ST GULFPORT MS 39501

N 140554 0810O-02-028.002 GLASSEA PROPERTIES LLC 1712 28TH ST GULFPORT MS 39501

35128 0810O-02-023.000 GLASSEA PROPERTIES LLC 1712 28TH STREET GULFPORT MS 39501

N 87590 0810O-02-008.000 GULFPORT CITY OF    0

N 144180 0810O-02-023.001 GULFPORT CITY OF PO BOX 1780 GULFPORT MS 39502

N 144217 0810O-02-024.001 GULFPORT CITY OF PO BOX 1780 GULFPORT MS 39502

137000 0810O-02-016.001 JEFFERSON NORMA 26052 PECAN RD PASS CHRISTIAN MS 39571

87602 0810O-02-024.000 MERTZ MANAGEMENT LLC 1717 PASS RD GULFPORT MS 39501

35148 0810O-02-037.000 MOEINI MOHAMMAD P O BOX 8833 GULFPORT MS 39503

N 35137 0810O-02-036.000 O M T LLC P O BOX 6976 GULFPORT MS 39501

35138 0810O-02-035.000 O M T LLC P O BOX 6976 GULFPORT MS 39501

87600 0810O-02-022.000 PENNELL INC 1518-B 28TH STREET GULFPORT MS 39501

35123 0810O-02-019.000 PENNELL INC 1510 28TH ST GULFPORT MS 39501

35124 0810O-02-021.000 PENNELL TREY & RENEE 1518B 28YH ST GULFPORT MS 39501

104408 0811B-05-027.001 S & E FASTENERS LLC P O BOX 479 GULFPORT MS 39502

104206 0810O-02-011.001 SIMON DWIGHT 2913 19TH AVE GULFPORT MS 39501

N 22861 0811B-06-021.000 TEDDY BEARS RESTORATION & CARPET CL P O BOX 7615 GULFPORT MS 39506

22860 0811B-06-001.000 TEDDY BEARS RESTORATION & CARPET CL P O BOX 7615 GULFPORT MS 39506

N 35112 0810O-02-030.000 THOMPSON ROBERT J & JANET R 15259 BRODNAX RD OCEAN SPRINGS MS 39565

N 35106 0810O-02-010.000 THOMPSON ROBERT J & JANET R 15259 BRODNAX RD OCEAN SPRINGS MS 39565

35147 0810O-02-038.000 THOMPSON ROBERT J & JANET R 15259 BRODNAX RD GULFPORT MS 39564

35125 0810O-02-020.000 TOP SHOP PENNELL INC 1510 28TH ST GULFPORT MS 39501

35129 0810O-02-025.000 VEGAS PIG FARM LLC P O BOX 2408 GULFPORT MS 39503









MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:   City of Gulfport Planning Commission  
 
From:   Greg Holmes, Planning Administrator 

Urban Development Department  
 

 
 Date of Hearing:    February 23, 2023 
 

Re:           Planning Commission Approval 2302PC012: 
 

Planning Commission Approval 2302PC012, by agent Kristine Greb, tax parcel 0910B-01-
046.000, Requests approval for a home occupation of a mobile provider for LED light facial 
treatments, 4800 Kendall Ave, Zoned R-1-7.5 (Single family district), Ward 4 
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adequacy of the information contained on this map are
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Mail PPIN Parcel ID Name Address City State ZIP

Y WILLIAM GREB (OWNER) 4800 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

KRISTINE GREB (AGENT) 4800 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

Adjacent Property Owners

28452 0910B-01-045.000 HARVEY KRISTIN M 4802 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

35339 0910B-01-018.000 GUNDLACH GERALD M -EST- ETAL 1600 COURTHOUSE RD GULFPORT MS 39507

28462 0910B-01-063.000 SIBLEY LACY E 4801 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

28446 0910B-01-044.000 SWENNUMSON BARRY L & E DIANNE 4805 COURTHOUSE RD GULFPORT MS 39501

28448 0910B-01-047.000 VOLENTINE MORRIS F & BRENDA 4804 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

29049 0910B-02-048.000 WALDROP CLYDE GERALD JR & STACEY K 4711 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

21539 0910B-02-001.000 GRAVES M E 1532 COURTHOUSE RD GULFPORT MS 39507

28461 0910B-01-062.000 MCDONALD AMANDA 4803 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

29075 0910B-02-028.000 CAMPBELL DANA T & MARGARET A 4708 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

29050 0910B-02-047.000 HARRISON MELTON J & KATHERINE H 4709 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

28460 0910B-01-061.000 BLACK DIAMOND HOLDINGS LLC 4805 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

N 28453 0910B-01-046.000 GREB WILLIAM H 4800 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

29115 0910B-02-026.000 WALTERS ROBBIE JOAN-TRUSTEE 4711 COURTHOUSE RD GULFPORT MS 39507

29074 0910B-02-027.000 KEATING ISABELLE 4710 KENDALL AVE GULFPORT MS 39507

29116 0910B-02-025.000 ZITTERKOPF STEPHEN D JR & COURTNEY 4709 COURTHOUSE RD GULFPORT MS 39501

142356 0910B-01-046.001 BOGGS DAVID R 4801 COURTHOUSE RD GULFPORT MS 39507







MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:   City of Gulfport Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals  
 
From:   Greg Holmes, Planning Administrator 

Urban Development Department  
 

 
 
 Date of Hearing:    February 23, 2023 
 

Re:           Special Exception 2302SE015: 
Withdrawn by Applicant: 

Special Exception 2302SE015, by agents Twial & Terrance Johnson, tax parcel 0809K-01-
001.019, Requests Special Exception for day care use,9454 Three Rivers Rd, Zoned B-2 
(General business), Ward 3 
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Mail PPIN Parcel ID Name Address City State ZIP

Y
TIM BRUNI (OWNER) 9454  THREE RIVERS ROAD STE A GULFPORT MS 39503

TERRANCE & TWILA JOHNSON (AGENT) 15895 WALKER FARM LANE GULFPORT MS 39503

Adjacent Property Owners

102761 0809K-01-001.007 LCN ATH GULFPORT (MULTI) LLC 888 7TH AVE 4TH FLOOR NEW YORK NY 10019

87554 0809J-01-078.000 GULFPORT PALACE LLC P O BOX 190429 DALLAS TX 75219

111360 0809K-01-001.018 MUNN DAVID L SR & TINA M 9466 THREE RIVERS RD GULFPORT MS 39503

111359 0809K-01-001.017 BANKSTON PROPERTIES LCC 47 SHORELINE LN GULFPORT MS 39503

104003 0809K-01-001.009 OAKLAND LAND & DEV LLC P O BOX 952 NATCHEZ MS 39121

N 111361 0809K-01-001.019 ROADRUNNER LLC 9454 THREE RIVERS RD GULFPORT MS 39503

N 112696 0809K-01-001.021 ROADRUNNER LLC 9454 THREE RIVERS RD GULFPORT MS 39503

87550 0809J-01-076.000 GULFPORT PALACE LLC PO BOX 190429 DALLAS TX 75219

112697 0809K-01-001.022 HOWARD'S PAINT & DECORATING INC 9434 THREE RIVERS RD GULFPORT MS 39507



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  







MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:   City of Gulfport Planning Commission  
 
From:   Greg Holmes, Planning Administrator 

Urban Development Department  
 

 
 Date of Hearing:    February 23, 2023 
 

Re:           Planning Commission Recommendation 

 
 

 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:   City of Gulfport Planning Commission  
 
From:   Greg Holmes, Planning Administrator 

Urban Development Department  
 

 
 Date of Hearing:    February 23, 2023 
 

Re:           Zoning Text Amendment  2301PC008: 
Postponed to March meeting: 

Zoning Text Amendment 2301PC008 by City of Gulfport, Amendments to the Accessory 
Building Ordinance Sec. IV. Supplementary regulations. (2) Accessory building; to consider 
changes to limitations on size, height, setbacks, and number allowed. 
 

 









MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:   City of Gulfport Planning Commission  
 
From:   Greg Holmes, Planning Administrator 

Urban Development Department  
 

 
 Date of Hearing:    February 23, 2023 
 

Re:           Zoning Map Amendment 2302PC014: 

Zoning Map Amendment 2302PC014, by owner Jeanette Ladner, tax parcel 0711P-01-002.000, 
Requests to rezone from T5 (Urban center zone) from T4+(General Urban Zone "Plus"), Ward 2 
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PPIN Parcel ID Name Address City State ZIP

Wallace & Jeanette Ladner (Owners) PO Box 6496 GULFPORT MS 39506

Adjacent Property Owners(2302PC014)

26352 0711I-02-110.000LIANG FANTING & XIURONG LI 4240 LAKE SHERWOOD AVE EASTBATON ROUGE     LA 70816

32170 0711P-01-005.000PRIMO MAGGIO LLC & OATES CREEK LLC P O BOX 54310 LEXINGTON       KY 40555

32167 0711P-01-003.000HORTON LARRY C & RITA M P O BOX 6330 GULFPORT        MS 39506

32169 0711P-01-004.000HORTON LARRY C & RITA M P O BOX 6330 GULFPORT        MS 39506

90823 0711P-01-007.000BIEGEL MICHELE D & MCRAE CHARLES R 405 TOMBIGBEE ST JACKSON         MS 39201

26353 0711I-02-111.000LIANG FANTING & XIURONG LI 4240 LAKE SHERWOOD AVE EASTBATON ROUGE     LA 70816

26354 0711I-02-112.000HUCKE BRYAN & DANG ANNY 1022 SOUTH SHEPHERD DR HOUSTON         TX 77019

32166 0711P-01-002.000MIAZZA MARTIN -ESTATE- 1208 PASS RD GULFPORT        MS 39501

106434 0711P-01-001.001BERTUCCI GREGORY E MD 431 BERTUCCI BLVD BILOXI          MS 39531

90822 0711P-01-006.000HUT MOBILE LLC 720 WEST 20TH ST PITTSBURG       KS 66762

26355 0711I-02-113.000GIBSON MELVIN D & JOANNE 22509 RD 331 PASS CHRISTIAN  MS 39571

26345 0711I-02-115.000SPIERS INVESTMENTS LLC 916 MANGO AVE SUNNYVALE       CA 94087

99100 0711I-02-110.001LITTLE JAMES O & PATRICIA 3905 QUEEN ELIZABETH DR OCEAN SPRINGS   MS 39564

90824 0711P-02-001.000GULFPORT CITY OF -BEACH- <Null> <Null>  0

32163 0711P-01-001.000BERTUCCI GREGORY E MD 431 BERTUCCI BLVD BILOXI       MS 39531







MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:   City of Gulfport Planning Commission  
 
From:   Greg Holmes, Planning Administrator 

Urban Development Department  
 

 
 Date of Hearing:    February 23, 2023 
 

Re:           Zoning Text Amendment 2302PC016: 
Postponed to March Meeting: 

Zoning Text Amendment 230202PC016, by agent David P. Sullian, Amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, as amended Section III District Regulations, (K) Chart of 
Permitted Uses, (2) Schedule of Uses Medical Cannabis Dispensary 
 

 













































MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:   City of Gulfport Planning Commission  
 
From:   Greg Holmes, Planning Administrator 

Urban Development Department  
 

 
 Date of Hearing:    February 23, 2023 
 

Re:            Zoning Text Amendment 2302PC023: 
Postponed to March Meeting: 

Zoning Text Amendment 2302PC023, by the City of Gulfport, Amendments to the SmartCode 
Zoning Article 3, Section 3.1, to vacate the SmartCode Community Regulating Plans for 
Westside and Florence Gardens. 
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If the property or properties listed above have more than one owner, please check this box. In the case  
of multiple owners, reverse side must be completed.  Each additional owner will need to complete  
and sign the reverse side of this application.  We can only accept applications with original signatures. 
 

SECTIONS A. THROUGH H. MUST BE SUBMITTED FOR A COMPLETE APPLICATION. 

CITY OF GULFPORT 
Urban Development - Planning Division  

1410 24th Avenue 
Gulfport, MS 39501                              

(228) 868-5710  
APPLICATION FOR  

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT  

 

                                                          

 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST:  (If necessary, attach a separate sheet of paper detailing the purpose of the request.)        

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OWNERSHIP AND CERTIFICATION: 
 

I hereby certify that I have read and understand this application and that all information and attachments are true 
and correct.  I also certify that I agree to comply with all applicable city codes, ordinances and state laws.  Finally, 
I certify that I am the owner of the property involved in this request or have authorization to act as the owner’s agent 
for the herein described request. 
 

OWNER 

____________________________________ 
Printed Name Of Owner 

____________________________________ 
Mailing Address 

____________________________________ 
City                                       State                       Zip code 

____________________________________ 
Home Phone                          Work/Cell Phone 

____________________________________ 
Email 

____________________________________ 
Signature Of Owner 

AGENT 

____________________________________ 
Printed Name Of Agent 

____________________________________ 
Mailing Address 

____________________________________ 
City                    State                       Zip code 

____________________________________ 
Home Phone                            Work/Cell Phone 

____________________________________ 
Email 
__________________________________________________ 

Signature Of Agent 

 

For Staff Use Only 
 

Case File #:___________________ 

Date Received:________________ 

Receipt #:____________________ 

Received By:__________________ 

Zoning: ______________________    

Ward: ________Flood:__________ 

 

2302PC023 

Changes to the SmartCode Ordinance 

City of Gulfport 

P.O. Box 1780

Gulfport, MS 39501 
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This page must be completed if the property or properties involved have more than one owner.  All 
persons listed as owners to the property or properties listed on page one must complete and sign this part 
of the application. 
 
I hereby certify that I have read and understand this application and that all information and attachments 
are true and correct.  I also certify that I agree to comply with all applicable city codes, ordinances and 
state laws.  Finally, I certify that I am the owner of the property involved in this request or authorized to 
act as the owner’s agent for herein described request. 

 

NAME OF OWNER (PRINT)    

ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 

PHONE # (H)                                                                        (W) 

TAX PARCEL NUMBER(S) OWNED 

SIGNATURE: 

NAME OF OWNER (PRINT)    

ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 

PHONE # (H)                                                                        (W) 

TAX PARCEL NUMBER(S) OWNED 

SIGNATURE: 

NAME OF OWNER (PRINT)    

ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 

PHONE # (H)                                                                        (W) 

TAX PARCEL NUMBER(S) OWNED 

SIGNATURE: 

(Use additional forms as needed) 

IN CASES OF MULTIPLE APPLICANTS, PLEASE IDENTIFY THE PERSON WHO WILL BE ACTING AS YOUR SPOKES 

PERSON/AGENT FOR YOU:  
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proposed district.  
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
1.  Please be advised that failure to submit a complete 
application, with all supporting documents, could delay 
your hearing date.  The Planning Commission will not 
consider a request until all information is submitted and 
accurate. 
 

2. Please be advised that the application deadline dates 
posted are designed to allow the staff time to review the 
application and receive required comments from 
coordinating agencies. The application is not considered 
complete until all required information from the 
applicant is available for review by the staff and 
coordinating agencies. 
 

3. Please see reverse of this sheet to determine the 
deadline dates for filing your application. 

 

3.  Increase in need for sites – increased or increasing   
needs for business or industrial sites, in addition to sites 
that are available, make it necessary and desirable to 
reclassify an area or to extend the boundaries of an 
existing district.    
4.  Annexation – it is necessary and desirable to classify 
territory hereafter annexed to the city to a district 
classification. 

     5.  Ordinance changes – amendment of the ordinance 
not involving a change in classification of land 
necessary. 

    6.  Change in governmental property –it is necessary to 
reclassify property as a result of acquisition or 
disposition of such property by the United States of 
America, the state of Mississippi or Harrison County. 

 

G. The following items must be submitted when in a   
written statement you are requesting an amendment 
to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance or 
SmartCode Ordinance: 

 

1.  Interest:  The applicant or applicants name(s),  
address(es) and interest of any individual(s), firm(s) or 
corporation(s) represented by the applicant(s) in the 
application. 

 

2. Condition for Change:  State which one or more 
condition(s) exists which warrants the change to the 
zoning amendment.  The six conditions defined in the 
ordinance are above. 

 

     3.  Development Schedule: A development schedule 
must also be submitted.  This should show the time 
schedule for the beginning and completion of mall 
development planned by the applicant in the area.  The 
successive stages and the development for each stages 
should be shown if applicable. 

 

     4.  Effects of Amendment: Provide a report giving the 
nature, description, and effect of the proposed 
amendment. 

 

     5.  Error:  The error in this ordinance that would be 
corrected by the proposed amendment; if the intent is to 
correct an error.  

  

H.  Cash or check payable to the City of Gulfport in the     
      amount of $175.00. 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
A. Page one of this application, completed and signed. 

 

B. Proof of ownership (Copy of deed or affidavit) 
 

C. If applicable, notarized proof of authority to act as agent 
for owner (board resolution, etc.) 

 

D. The City of Gulfport Planning Division Staff will notify, 
by letter, property owners adjacent to the requested action 
identified in this application using the Land Roll database 
from the County Tax Office.  If you would like to have 
additional persons or property owners notified, please 
provide a list of additional persons to be notified.  
 

E. Site Plan:  Showing proposed development (Optional). 
 

F. Provide a written statement addressing the following 
reasons for your text amendment request: 
 

The Comprehensive Zoning and SmartCode Ordinances, 
including the zoning map, are based on comprehensive 
planning studies and are intended to carry out the object 
of sound, stable and desirable environment. It is 
recognized that casual amendment of the ordinance would 
be detrimental to the achievement of that objective, and it 
is therefore declared to be the public policy to amend this 
ordinance only when one or more of the following 
conditions prevail: 
 

1.    Error – there is manifest error in the ordinance.    
 

2.  Change in Conditions: - changed or changing 
conditions in a particular area, or in the city or 
metropolitan area generally, make an amendment to the 
ordinance necessary and desirable.  

 



There came on for consideration at a duly constituted meeting of the Mayor and Members of the 

City Council of the City of Gulfport, Mississippi, held the ______ day of __________, 2023.

ORDINANCE NO.   ____________

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL TEXT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI ADOPTED THE 29TH DAY OF 
JUNE, 1979, AS AMENDED, AND THE SMARTCODE ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
GULFPORT ADOPTED THE 13TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2007 (ORDINANCE NO. 2522), AS 
AMENDED, APPENDIX D - SMARTCODE, ARTICLE 3. – NEW COMMUNITY SCALE 
PLANS, SECTION 3.1, TO VACATE THE SMARTCODE COMMUNITY REGULATING 
PLANS FOR WESTSIDE AND FLORENCE GARDENS. 

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Gulfport, Mississippi, find and do so 
determine, based upon the recommendation of the Gulfport City Planning Commission, that the 
text of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, to add text amendments to the existing 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance.  The case file number is 2302PC023.

In appendix D – Smartcode, Article 3. – New Community Scale Plans, 3.1 –General Instructions

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS: 

     SECTION 1: That the Official text of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of the City of 
Gulfport, adopted the 29th day of June, 1979, as amended, be and the same is hereby amended to 
read as follows under appendix D – Smartcode, Article 3. – New Community Scale Plans, 3.1 – 
General Instructions, Specific to Westside and Florence Gardens

SECTION 2: For good cause being shown and the interest and welfare of the City of 
Gulfport, the citizens thereof require that the said Ordinance be in full force and effect 
immediately upon its passage should it pass unanimously and this ordinance shall be in full 
force and effect from and after its passage, but shall nevertheless be published and enrolled 
as provided by law.

The above and foregoing Ordinance, after having been first reduced to writing, was introduced by 
____________________, seconded by ____________________ and was adopted by the following 
roll call votes, to-wit:

YEAS: ABSTENTIONS: ABSENCES: NAYS: 

WHEREUPON the President declared the motion carried and the Ordinance adopted this 
the _____ day of _______________________, 2023.

(SEAL:)

ATTEST:                           ADOPT:

___________________________              _____________________________
CLERK OF THE COUNCIL                            PRESIDENT



     The above and foregoing Ordinance, having been submitted and approved by the Mayor, this 
the ______day of __________________, ___________.

                               __________________________________________
                                                   BILLY HEWES, Mayor  





MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:   City of Gulfport Planning Commission  
 
From:   Greg Holmes, Planning Administrator 

Urban Development Department  
 

 
 Date of Hearing:    February 23, 2023 
 

Re:           Zoning Text Amendment 2209PC171: 
Postponed to February Meeting: 

Zoning Text Amendment 2209PC171, by Lauren Illing, City of Gulfport, Amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, as amended, Section I Definitions (B) Words and Phrases 
Medical cannabis Establishment and Section III District Regulations, (K) Chart of Permitted 
Uses, (2) Schedule of Uses Medical Cannabis Dispensary, to allow a Medical Cannabis 
dispensary as a matter of right in R-B, B-1, B-2, B4, T4+, T5, T6 zoning districts.   
 

 









































CITY OF GULFPORT PLANNING COMMISSION

2209PC171

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING

September 22, 2022

*********************************************************

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING HELD BEFORE THE CITY OF GULFPORT 

PLANNING COMMISSION HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 

GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, ON THE 22ND DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2022 

COMMENCING AT 4:30 P.M. AND REPORTED BY

NORMA JEAN LADNER SOROE, CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER.

********************************************************

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:

VIRGINIA ADOLPH, Acting President

WILLIAM "PRINCE" JONES

VIRGINIA ADOLPH

B.J. SELLERS

CHARLIE HEWES

HAROLD SPANN

TIMOTHY DAIGLE, JR.

DOUG HANCOCK

NOT PRESENT:

KEITH WILLIAMS

STAFF PRESENT:

GREG PIETRANGELO

GREG HOLMES

SU-LIN FEATHERSTON

LESLIE ERVIN

CORY LONG

LORAINE HUGHES
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9. Zoning Text Amendment 2209PC171

MR. LONG:  Item Number 9, Zoning Text 

Amendment 2209PC171, has been duly and timely noticed as 

required by law.  The applicant requests amendments to the 

comprehensive zoning ordinance, as amended, Section I 

Definitions (B) Words and Phrases Medical Cannabis 

Establishment, and Section III District Regulations (K) 

Chart of Permitted Uses (2) Schedule of Uses Medical 

Cannabis Dispensary.  A copy of the packet considered is 

hereby offered to the record.

MS. ADOLPH:  Since this is a zoning text 

amendment, who will be speaking for this?

MS. ILLING:  Good evening.  My name is Lauren 

Lee Illing.  My address is 2505 Greenview Drive in Gulfport.

And I'm here as the chief operating officer 

of Southern Roots Therapeutics of Mississippi.  We were also 

awarded a dispensary license from the State Department of  

Revenue pending local permitting.  And I'm here to request 

commission support in amending the ordinance as implemented 

due to insufficient site availability.

And I am distributing supplemental research 

that updates that information.

Our team spent a year and a half searching 

for properties suitable for use as a cannabis dispensary.  

We were eagerly anticipating the state's application start 
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date.  And under competitive pressure because the state does 

not allow properties within 1500 feet, there can't be two 

dispensaries.

So everyone was in a bit of a time crunch to 

find real estate.  And after a year and a half on the real 

estate market in Gulfport searching for a property to 

purchase, we found three that met state requirements 

regarding a thousand feet from church or school.

We put in offers on all three of those.  And 

only one of those offers was accepted.  And the property is 

zoned appropriately to operate a medical facility, a 

pharmacy, and we purchased the property with the expectation 

that dispensaries would be treated like medical facilities 

given that we have a license with the state and report to 

the Department of Health and we can only make transactions 

with eligible patients that have received a recommendation 

from their doctor.

So at this time, I'm asking that the 

ordinance be amended.  And I have confirmed the real estate 

search this week that indeed out of 31 commercial properties 

available for purchase in Gulfport right now, less than half 

of them meet the local requirements of being located in the 

zone B-2 or B-4, and it's only 29 percent meet the state 

requirements.  And so when those two requirements are 

stacked on top of each other, we have a single commercial 
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property available that's eligible to operate a dispensary, 

and that particular property is not suitable for a 

dispensary because, to quote the listing, it is great for 

construction companies to house crew.  It is a property with 

a couple of shacks on it next to the airport.  It's not 

suitable for any retail purposes.

So I do believe that the site shortage 

creates a real public need because patients are preparing to 

have this medicine that they've waited a long time for, and 

the state legislation passed in 2020, and now patients are 

still waiting, and we want to be sure that patients have 

access to safe and convenient locations to purchase their 

medicine.

So we, you know, we want to recognize the 

city and all of their effort because this is new and it's 

difficult to figure out and try to anticipate what the 

city's needs will be and how we can best serve the 

constituents and especially the patients.  And we respect 

that to the best of your ability the city created an 

ordinance that was intended to ease into the program gently.  

But the reality is that by restricting 

cannabis facilities to operating in only 13 percent of the 

city, it makes it impracticable to operate one of these 

businesses.

And as a local business, as a small business, 
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family owned operation, you know, we really are committed to 

compliance.  We are committed to navigating this process as 

best as we can so that we can have a good result that is a 

win-win for everyone.  And we want to get to the point where 

dispensaries are bringing in $3 million of tax revenue to 

the municipality which is my estimate based on four 

dispensaries operating for five years.

So we see dispensaries as an asset to the 

city.  And as arduous as it is to receive a state license, 

there is significant expense related, including a $40,000 

upfront fee to the state, you know, the local small 

businesses that are entering this industry are very highly 

professional.  They are -- I think you can expect them to be 

good contributors to the business community and good 

neighbors.  

So as part of our business operations, we 

expect to operate like any other medical facility serving 

between 20 to 40 patients per day.  We will have operating 

hours during business, normal business hours.  There's no 

access allowed to the property outside of operating hours 

per the state guidelines.  We have a detailed security plan 

with full coverage monitoring camera system, security 

features, and we're absolutely committed to strict 

compliance with our state and local regulatory bodies.

We will operate under the same kinds of 
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regulatory frameworks that a pharmacy does.  And so, as 

such, I think it is appropriate that we be treated like a 

medical facility and zoned accordingly.

So as part of this package, I am submitting a 

letter from our Board of Directors and also a letter from 

Gulfport residents that I'd like to read to you.

(Reading) As Gulfport residents who live in 

the neighborhood near a proposed cannabis dispensary, we 

believe that dispensaries should be allowed to locate in the 

same commercial areas where pharmacies, apothecaries, or 

medical offices are allowed to operate.  Given the state 

laws in place, we do not anticipate dispensaries causing any 

negative impact to neighborhoods.  Rather, we see this type 

of medical facility as an asset to our area and 

wholeheartedly welcome the business investment.  Please 

support this amendment to insure that patients in Gulfport 

have safe, convenient, and unimpeded access to their legal 

medicine.  (End reading)

MS ADOLPH:  Thank you.  If we have any other 

questions, we will call you back.

MS. ILLING:  Thank you.

MS. ADOLPH:  Anyone else to speak on this 

zoning request?  

PERSON IN AUDIENCE:  I didn't hear what you 

said.
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MS. ADOLPH:  Anyone else to speak for this 

zoning text amendment request?  For it.

MS. WORSHAM:  For it.  My name is Melody 

Worsham.  I live at 6474 Florence Road, Biloxi.  

And I'd like to read my comments if you don't 

mind.

But I would like to start with Ms. Adolph and 

Mr. Spann, I heard you a minute ago about your concerns 

that, you know, walking that fine line and making sure that 

you're doing this appropriately and safely in order to do 

this.  

You are the ones blazing the trail here, you 

know.  That's your job.  And I think that's wonderful.

One of the things that I've done is I have 

followed the legislation since it started.  As a matter of 

fact, I followed this legislation for five years.  And one 

thing that I'm sure about is that our legislature consulted 

very successful programs in other states and said how do we 

make this safe, how do we make this proper, and how do we 

keep this with integrity so that we're thinking about the 

patients that we're trying to take care of here, the people 

who need the medicine that can't handle the chemicals and 

the alternatives that are in the pharmaceutical companies.  

They can't handle those things.

And they have come up with an extremely 
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careful wonderful way for dispensaries to open and operate 

so that I, as a patient, I can walk in with integrity.

So I'm a Harrison County resident, but I'm 

also a mental health worker.  And so I serve a lot of people 

that have chronic pain and also people who live with PTSD.

I'm coming to you today to advocate for one 

in four Gulfport residents who live with a chronic 

debilitating condition.  I'm asking you to adhere to the 

spirit of SB 2095 in not creating such restrictions that it 

makes it impossible for a dispensary to set up and operate 

in a manner that is practical for the sake of patients who 

need medical cannabis.

One in eight Gulfport residents lives with a 

disability.  Hundreds of Gulfport residents are battling 

cancer.  And due to the number of veterans that we have in 

this city and those who have endured hardships, 16 percent 

of the population of Gulfport lives with PTSD.  They suffer 

and battle with it every day.

Fifty thousand seventy-eight Harrison County 

people voted for the medical cannabis program.  And as 

someone had already mentioned, it's 82 percent.  They voted 

to have access to the alternative relief for their suffering 

besides opiates, anti-psychotics, and other medications with 

potentially lethal and debilitating side effects.

These are people who are suffering, and 
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Gulfport right now has the opportunity to provide safe 

secure access to medical cannabis for all of Harrison 

County, not just your city's residents.

Right now, Gulfport zoning is limiting that 

access to the detriment of suffering patients.  As Ms. 

Illing just mentioned, there's only one property that even 

qualifies for a dispensary according to the zoning that has 

been set forth.

Imagine if you will a person in Saucier 

requiring to drive every single week which is required by 

law to the one and only dispensary that's miles away.  

Imagine a veteran living with PTSD only given one choice in 

this beautiful robust city to purchase their medicine.  

Imagine an elderly husband having to drive to a blighted or 

industrial area every week to get medicine for his wife with 

breast cancer.

And then please imagine if you will a head of 

household that's able to return to the workforce because his 

seizures are no longer controlling his life. 

That's the difference that we're asking here.  

I strongly believe that the zoning decisions 

-- and it's happening all over the state, there's that 

stigma and that understanding and that thought that we've 

had of cannabis for so many years that this is something 

that hippies do and we just want them to have psychodelic 
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time.  

Well, I live with PTSD and chronic pain, and 

I can assure you, I'm not trying to do that.  I'm a 

hard-working person, and I serve people every day in the 

city, and I am not looking for just a good time here.  I'm 

looking to be relieved of my pain.  I'm looking for relief 

in my mind so that I can sleep and I can work well and I can 

continue to serve our Gulf Coast residents.

It seems illogical that I can purchase 

oxycontin and Xanax from a pharmacy inside of a busy grocery 

store right by that hotel, by the way, and people don't 

think anything less of me.  But then suddenly we're nervous 

about someone walking into a dispensary that I have to go 

into like a jewelry store.  You go into one part, I have to 

show and verify that I have my card, I qualify to get in and 

then the door unlocks for me to go into the next section.

And so it's not even having access like a 

grocery store pharmacy does.  It doesn't even have that 

access.  It's much more stricter.

These are not places with black light 

posters.  Dispensaries are for veterans, they're for people 

fighting cancer, they're for our senior citizens, they're 

for people who have been injured on the job, and we have a 

lot of industry here, we have a lot of people that have been 

wounded and injured from work that suffer in chronic pain.
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Gulfport should be proud to provide this 

service to its residents and neighbors and make every effort 

to zone dispensaries the same way that they zone any other 

medical or wellness providers in town.

The City of Gulfport has the opportunity to 

provide dignity to the people who have asked for the medical 

cannabis program in the community.  And it's just a perk 

that the city will benefit economically for doing the right 

thing by the 50,000 people who voted for it.

I respectfully ask this commission for the 

sake of our chronically ill community members to adopt the 

zoning ordinances in keeping with the spirit and the 

guidelines that are prescribed in SB 2095 Section 20.

Thank you so much for giving me your time.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you so much.

Anyone else to speak for this?

Your name and address.

MS. CALHOUN:  I'm Angie Calhoun at 10 

Canebreak Boulevard, Flowood, Mississippi.

I come before you again asking you to please 

look into your heart and your mind and to think about what 

if it were your child, your loved one, who like my son, like 

many of your residents, pharmaceutical drugs were not 

working.  They were making him sicker.  Imagine your child, 

your 17-year-old on 17 pharmaceutical prescriptions, some 
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that have lifelong side effects.  And you're desperate.  You 

think that your child is going to die.  You'll do anything.  

I would have stood in front of an 18-wheeler gladly and let 

it run over me to save my son's life.

And like I said, I went to another state, and 

he eventually moved to gain that quality of life.  He takes 

one medication, one real medication.  The School of  

Pharmacy at the University of Mississippi soundly has the 

proof and the science to prove that it is a medicine that 

helps sick people.

And it really, really is bothersome to hear 

the naysayers or to think that -- because I did hear things 

in the background.  But I want you to realize that you're 

blocking access of safe clean medicine to your residents, to 

your people.  And they're going to have to go somewhere else 

to get that medication.

And it is like Ms. Worsham said, they don't 

feel like driving.  When my son was at his sickest, I had to 

take him everywhere.  He could not drive because he, too, 

had a seizure disorder.  I had to push him into a doctor's 

office in a wheelchair.

These people need ease of access to get their 

medicine.  And I'm asking you to please, please -- the 

research has been done.  Other cities, Oxford, Mississippi, 

Pearl, Mississippi, Richland, Mississippi, there are many 
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cities that you can look at their ordinances and look at 

that.  

It's not -- it is new, but it's not rocket 

science.  This is something that is -- you're delivering a 

safe clean legal medicine to your sick people.

And I get calls every week from people in 

your area along the coastline.  Y'all have so many disabled 

veterans.  And, I mean, they're having to drive somewhere 

else.  And they are suffering.  They have seen the worst of 

the worst.  And if they have given their time and their 

energy and their soul to saving our country so we can be 

free, we should be giving them the medical freedom to treat 

their PTSD and their pain with a safe legal medicine.

So I just please, I ask you to please 

reconsider and think about the people that are suffering in 

your area and to help make a way for dispensaries to be here 

in Gulfport.

MR. HEWES:  Just a couple of questions.

What's the closest dispensary to Gulfport 

where people are dispensing medical marijuana?

MS. CALHOUN:  You know, I work for patients, 

and so I would assume that Biloxi potentially could have 

one.  You know, I don't keep track of all of them.  But when 

it's made aware to me that a city is blocking access, then, 

you know, I do try to intervene because it affects my 
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patients.

MR. HEWES:  And then another question.  Since 

y'all mentioned, a lot of people mentioned the veterans, has 

the V.A. adopted anything where they could have a medical 

dispensary for medical marijuana, or any of the DOD 

facilities?

MS. CALHOUN:  You know, they haven't, sadly.  

They refuse to acknowledge that it is true medicine for sick 

people.  But the University of Mississippi does.

MR. HEWES:  I think it helps people.  But I 

just have an issue with the zoning.  And that's the concern.  

Not whether it works for the right person.  

I think everybody on this board would 

consider the same thing.  It's just a matter of zoning.

MS. ADOLPH:  Anyone else to speak for this 

request?

Can we get you to fill out a card, sir?  Go 

ahead and speak, and you can do it afterwards.

Can you give us your name and address.

MR. FLAGGS:  Thank you for allowing me to 

come up.  I'm Elliot Flaggs.  My address is 400 North Point 

Parkway, Jackson, Mississippi 39211.

So in support of, I simply come with a 

question.  I understand that it was the City Council's 

decision to opt into the -- well, rather the City Council's 
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decision not to opt out when they had the opportunity before 

I think the May 3rd date which was in the legislation.  

So I know this isn't the City Council.  I 

know this is the planning commission, but just out of 

curiosity, what was the intent or do you know what the 

intent was behind the City Council's decision not to opt 

out, but instead in theory opting in, but yet severely 

limiting the availability of locations for dispensaries to 

what research has shown as one parcel?

So as an attorney, I'm just curious if anyone 

knows the intent.

Again, I know this is not the City Council, 

but just a --

MS. ADOLPH:  Mr. Flaggs, now, you know we're 

private citizens that serve on this planning commission to 

make the best decisions that we can.  And we dare not, dare 

not interpret or try to second guess the decisions of our 

City fathers and our Mother because with Ella, I think I'd 

be in trouble in terms of their decisions on the City 

Council.

MR. FLAGGS:  Yes, ma'am.

MS. ADOLPH:  Our decisions are that of 

citizenry that make the best decisions that we can in terms 

of recommendations that will then go to the City Council.

I think Mr. Hugh Keating is back there.  And 
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did I say that right, Mr Keating?

MR. KEATING:  (Indicates yes.)

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, sir.

So we can't speak for them at all.  We can 

only speak for the the minds, the hearts, the expertise of 

the citizens that have been appointed to this commission.

MR. FLAGGS:  Yes, ma'am.  And I appreciate 

that answer.

Again, it was just simple curiosity.  Thank 

you for your time.

MS. ADOLPH:  Yes, sir.

MR. HANCOCK:  Let me just make one quick 

question, statement, while you're sitting here.  This may 

address your question.

I don't know, I wouldn't characterize it as 

the City opting in and severely limiting locations.  When I 

look at the chart that the previous lady gave us and the 

number of locations, I see that the local, the number of 

locations out of 29 that meet the local requirements is 13 

of 29, that only nine meet the state requirements.

So, to me, that doesn't look like something 

that the City is trying to opt out of what the state 

intended.  Looks like the City of Gulfport is pretty open 

and what we voted on is pretty open.  So I don't really 

agree with what your assessment. 
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MR. FLAGGS:  I understand.  Thank you.

MS. ADOLPH:  Anything else, Mr. Flaggs, that  

you want to share with us?

MR. FLAGGS:  That's it.

MS. ADOLPH:  Please fill that out.

MR. FLAGG:  Yes, ma'am.

MS. ADOLPH:  Anyone else to speak for this 

request?  Yes, sir.

MR. FARRIS:  Hello.  My name is Colton 

Farris, and my residence is 1504 Wilhurst Street, Jackson, 

Mississippi.

And I've become somewhat the cannabis 

insurance specialist for, I'd say unofficially, the State of 

Mississippi.  My agency, we have cannabis clients from 

California to Maine and sprinkled everywhere in between, and 

I've worked directly with the two that have come before you 

today, and I can say that both of them are by far two of the 

most professional establishments I personally have the 

pleasure of working with.

I have, like I said, coincidentally several 

of them, of my clients, are all hoping to be in the downtown 

area City of Gulfport, and each of them have the same goal 

in mind which is to open up a professional run medical 

establishment in Gulfport and help make Gulfport a medical 

hub for these up and coming cannabis patients.
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Now, every single one of my clients that has 

come into downtown Gulfport or south of I-10 for that matter 

is aware that they're going to have some increased costs 

such as property, wind and hail insurance, I'm sure all of 

you are familiar with.

My client here today, Southern Roots, for 

example, has spent $36,000 here to date just on insuring 

their Hattiesburg, Jackson, and Gulfport locations.  Thirty 

thousand of that $36,000 alone has gone to the Mississippi 

Wind & Hail pool to their wind and hail insurance on their 

property.

Now, I'm also sure that each of you are aware 

that this same property was vacant for two years prior to 

them purchasing it.  No one had even really bat an eye at it 

from my understanding.

Well, it's again my understanding that the 

City of Gulfport, as well as all the other cities in the 

Tier 1 counties, have been working directly with Mississippi 

Power on the cultivation side of things where they have 

identified six to 12 I think warehouse style facilities that 

they have marked as vacant property locations, and a total 

cultivations that if you move in and operate out of one of 

these marked vacant locations that have been vacant for over 

six months that they'll give them 50 percent rebates on 

their LED lights and they'll also discount their utility 
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bills for 15 percent for the first two years.

Now, neither of my clients here today are 

asking for any preferential treatment or any discount on 

their bills.  They're just simply asking that they can use 

their property for the intended purpose of running 

professional medical facility and hopefully bringing a more 

medical hub to downtown Gulfport.

I just think that if you deny this request, I 

think it's just going to send a message to all these 

cannabis operators that they should go to the next city over 

or more north to Hattiesburg or Jackson.  There are a lot of 

-- the Gulf Coast has been very favorable to cannabis 

operators throughout this entire process until downtown 

Gulfport in this whole incident.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you.  Anything else you 

want to share with us, sir?

MR. FARRIS:  Right now I think that's it.

MR. SELLERS:  I must ask, you may know, the 

same question that Mr. Hewes asked a while ago.  Where is 

the nearest current operating dispensary to where we're 

sitting right now?

MR FARRIS:  So I don't think -- there's none 

open yet is the catch.  None of the dispensaries are opening 

yet because none of the cultivations have product yet.  So 

becoming operational right now would be -- it wouldn't be 
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smart business practice to open up with no product.  In 

fact, a lot of them can't even get a cannabis policy yet 

until they have product in the store or going to be 

operational within 30 days.

Most product will be available come -- it 

will be scarce, let's say that -- November through the end 

of the year I would say.  But November you'll start seeing 

probably some product.

MR. SELLERS:  Are there any that are ready to 

open when the product is available?   

MR. FARRIS:  I've not heard of any -- like I 

said the -- so the real kicker for most people in doing 

business anywhere near I-10 or south of I-10 has really been 

an insurance and property issue, again, property being 

limited, hard to find, just based on all the rules and regs.  

They said there's not a licensing cap.  But there is a 

licensing cap because the State of Mississippi is only so 

big, and a thousand feet here, a thousand feet there will 

start dwindling down those properties pretty quickly.

But the insurance costs alone operating down 

here is astronomically more expensive.  And because cannabis 

is still federally illegal, you actually can't get insurance 

for -- you can't get insurance from a Nationwide or State 

Farm or anybody like that because they have exclusions in 

their contracts that say, you know, excludes illegal 
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activity.  So you actually have to go to specific cannabis 

carriers or your options are very much dwindled compared to 

if this were a bar or a restaurant or an accounting firm, 

anything like that, I could write that policy all day every 

day.  But things get a lot more complicated and a lot more 

expensive when cannabis comes involved.

MS. ADOLPH:  Mr. Farris, thank you so much.  

MR. FARRIS:  Thank you very much for having 

me. 

MS. ADOLPH:  I mean, this is just 

enlightening, I'm telling you.  I appreciate you, sir.

MR. FARRIS:  Well, thank you.  I appreciate 

your time.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you.

MR. HANCOCK:  I want to ask him more 

questions before he leaves.

MS. ADOLPH:  Before he leaves?  Okay.

MR. HANCOCK:  I heard you say something just 

a minute ago that the State Farms and some of the other I 

guess bigger outfits won't insure them because of the 

illegal activity, but it's legal in the State of Mississippi 

now.

MR. FARRIS:  Yes.  So they have the -- it's 

pretty much just the fact that they're so big they view it 

as we're making so much money over here, I'm going to let a 
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thousand other people get their turn before we even think 

about it.

And so some of them just don't want to play 

ball with them really.  I mean, we have more I'd say 

Progressive has been the most favorable in coming around.  

They're helping insure a lot of the transportation guys, or 

at least they're allowing them to get transportation for the 

auto and then we provide through a cannabis carrier the 

insurance for the cash or the cargo.

But they could insure it if they wanted to, 

they're just choosing not to.  So then you have to go to 

cannabis carriers who pretty much have created their own 

contractual policies, not traditional policies, their own 

specialized policies with specialized wording to make sure 

that this stuff is insurable so that they can meet the state 

and city guidelines with the general liability and product 

liability requirements because the last thing we want is any 

operation here or any operation in the state operating 

without product liability insurance.  I mean, it would be a 

nightmare.

MR. HANCOCK:  So it's really more -- it's not 

that they --

MR. FARRIS:  It's not that they can't.

MR. HANCOCK:  It's not that it's illegal, 

they're just choosing not to.
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MR. FARRIS:  They're choosing to -- they have 

such a nationwide umbrella that they're choosing to look at 

federal law and not state law.  Simplest way to put it.

MR. HANCOCK:  And in my mind, that's their 

mistake.  It's better, more business for you.

MR. FARRIS:  Exactly.  Actually it hurts the 

cannabis operators.  They end up paying what I call a 

cannabis tax, and our hope is to get enough of these guys 

together that in the end when these guys do come around we 

can bundle it and get them better deals whenever those guys 

do come about because we do that all the time with, you 

know, Liberty Mutual, not State Farm but Liberty Mutual, 

Nationwide, those type people.

If this were a liquor store, I could do it -- 

I mean, it would be -- I could teach a monkey how to put it 

in a system.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, sir.

MR. FARRIS:  Thank you all.

MS. ADOLPH:  Anyone else to speak for this 

request?

Yes, ma'am.  We'd ask you to fill out a card 

when you finish.

MS. BONNER:  Good evening.  Thank you for 

your time this evening.  My name is Natalie Bonner.  I 

reside at 1012 Township Road, Gulfport, Mississippi.
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I am the Director of Minorities for Medical 

Marijuana.  And I'm also a social equity and inclusion 

activist.

And I come before you in support of this 

amendment asking you to strongly give it your utmost 

consideration as a member of the most disenfranchised with 

the cannabis industry.

One available property just doesn't support 

the free enterprise model of our state or our nation.  And 

it actually impedes and prevents free enterprise for small  

business, women owned small businesses, minority business 

enterprises to operate in the City of Gulfport, as well as 

patients with medical marijuana cards.

Mr. Hancock consistently asked where will 

citizens be able to get the medicine, their medicine, where 

is the closest dispensary, and that question has not been 

answered.  No one knows.  And that question will continue to 

be posed because of the lack of available spaces in the City 

of Gulfport.

The current zoning is restrictive and further 

impedes access in my opinion to those most disenfranchised 

communities.  And when I say that for those who aren't 

aware, a disenfranchised community member, such as myself, 

are greatly impacted by the failed war on drugs.  

So we are impeding access to medicinal medicine 
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for the State of Mississippi, and by adopting this amendment 

you will create an opportunity for jobs for those 

communities that have been harmed by the war on drugs.

More dispensaries within the city is not only 

about patient access, as Ms. Melody and Ms. Angie Calhoun 

has mentioned, but it's also about access to jobs for people 

in our community, access to medicine for people in our 

community, and, for me, that access is very important for 

those people of color.

I would like to also help you to understand 

that if this was something labeled an apothecary, this would 

not be an issue.  When you look at the raw definition of 

apothecary, it's a place where medicine is made and 

dispensed.  A medical marijuana dispensary falls within that 

same definition.  It's a place where medicine is made and 

dispensed.  People can get jobs there which helps to benefit 

the community.  

By adopting the zoning text amendment, you 

are allowing Southern Roots Therapy to open up a business 

that will employ our local citizens.  And those citizens, 

because they have a very robust social equity plan as part 

of their business operation, it's going to allow the 

disenfranchised community to participate in the industry 

that is heavily regulated and also heavily represented by 

people who don't look like the disenfranchised.  But we all 
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know that our incarceration system is heavily represented by 

the disenfranchised.

So I really implore you to really give this 

your utmost consideration.  It will not bring any additional 

crime to the city.  It's actually going to help patients and 

make this medicine more accessible, as well as create 

employment.  And as Ms. Illing's presentation to you showed, 

the revenue that it will bring to the city.  And part of 

that revenue is because of employment opportunities, not 

only by Southern Roots Therapies, but other dispensaries 

that are going to come to the city.

So that is what I'd like to present to you as 

part of your consideration is not the harm, and I know this 

isn't about the plant itself, but it's about the opportunity 

by adopting this amendment that will help people that look 

like me with access and employment.

And that's all that I'd like to speak, to 

say.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, Ms. Bonner.  Thank 

you, ma'am.

Anyone else to speak for this zoning 

amendment?  

Yes, sir.  You were gracious enough to let 

the lady speak.

MR. PETTEY:  I'm Bill Pettey.  My address is 
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1225 31st Avenue, Gulfport, Mississippi.

Just speaking strictly to, just two short 

comments to make about this.

Number one, I am two doors down from the 

location where this is seeking to be located and wanted to 

express to the commission that speaking at least on behalf 

of myself that I have absolutely no objection whatsoever and 

welcome that to the neighborhood.  Would be a great 

improvement to the neighborhood. 

And secondly, as a property owner in the 

neighborhood, to describe for those who may not be familiar 

on exactly where this is located.  It is cater-corner 

directly across the street from physicians offices and an 

outpatient surgical clinic.  Therefore, at least in my 

opinion, it would be a perfect fit for the neighborhood. 

And for those reasons, I would just recommend 

that it would be approved.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, Mr. Pettey, for the 

clarification.

MR. DAIGLE:  Could I ask him one quick 

question?

MS. ADOLPH:  Yes.

MR. HANCOCK:  So what we're doing here it 

looks like changing what we approved a month or so ago to 

include among others R-B.  So we're not really approving 
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specific locations, but more changing the zoning but you 

spoke about one in particular.  What's the address of the 

one you're talking about?

MR. PETTEY:  The address, I think it's -- is 

it, what? -- 1301?  1301 31st Avenue which is two doors 

north of my property.

MR. HANCOCK:  31st Avenue?

MR. PETTEY:  That's correct.  It's what used 

to be the old St. Matthews Lutheran Church, that property.

Thank you.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, Mr. Pettey.

Anyone else to speak for this request?  

Anyone else to speak for this request?  Anyone to speak for 

this request?

Anyone to speak against this proposed text 

zoning amendment?

MR. BRIGHT:  Good evening.  My name is Howard 

Bright, 1213 31st Avenue, Gulfport.

We all know the old saying, location, 

location, location.  And I've heard a lot of these people 

speak.  None of them live in that neighborhood in that close 

proximity.

Mr. Pettey owns a house there.  That thing is 

a piece of shit.  

MS. ADOLPH:  Sir.
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MR. PETTEY:  It's falling down.  It needs to 

be torn down.  Excuse me, I'm sorry.

MS. ADOLPH:  Yes, sir.

MR. BRIGHT:  That house is a complete eyesore 

to our total neighborhood.  People have complained about it 

constantly.  And it hasn't achieved anything.

There's also in that area eight to nine 

airbnbs.  Most of those people aren't here.  They only live 

there part-time.

How is this going to affect them and their 

business and their livelihoods when somebody goes to a GPS 

to rent this airbnb and they see, oh, my kids are going to 

be staying next to a medical marijuana facility.  They're 

not going to come.

These people have worked on those houses, 

bought them, rebuilt them, cleaned them up, cleaned the 

yards up to make part of their livelihood off of that, and 

they're going to be introduced to some situation like this.

Another point I'd like to make is there is no 

way that I believe that there's no locations in the City of 

Gulfport that can support this legally.  There's plenty of 

vacant lots in commercial areas, industrial areas.  You can 

go to some of these malls, there's empty storefronts.  Now, 

whether they would fit into the zoning, I'm not really sure.  

But I do not believe unless they showed me a map that they 
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checked every property for sale or available in Gulfport 

that could not support this business.

To get back into, okay, so there's emotional 

speakers, and I feel sorry for these individuals.  But, 

okay, we'd have nothing left, so maybe I'll put one in your 

subdivision.  I'd run it out of my basement.  Is that 

acceptable?  

You have zoning laws.  We need to stick to 

them.

I think that's about all I have to say.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, Mr. Bright.

MR. BRIGHT:  Thank you.

MS. ADOLPH:  Anyone else to express their 

discontent?

MR. HENDERSON:  How y'all doing?  My name is 

Ken Henderson.  I live at 1212 32nd Avenue.

I also would like to ask Mr. Pettey, first of 

all, you don't live there, and it would be great if you'd do 

something with your house.

In the last two --

MS. ADOLPH:  (Pounds gavel)

MR. HENDERSON:  I'm sorry, ma'am.

MS. ADOLPH:  Now, we will not have --

MR. HENDERSON:  I'm sorry, ma'am.

In the last two years, I've spent --
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MS. ADOLPH:  -- inappropriateness.  And we're 

not going to have this.

MR. HENDERSON:  I'm so sorry, Ms. Virginia.  

My bad.  So sorry.

I want to say that I'm not against medical 

marijuana.  I was one of the 82 percent that actually voted 

for it.  

I don't want it in my back yard.  I have four 

children.  I just put a couple of hundred thousand dollars 

into remodeling a house, and I'm directly behind it in the 

alley.  I own two properties, as a matter of fact.  I bought 

one about six months ago that is also there, an investment 

property on 12th, 3116.

Owning multiple properties there, it's a very 

big concern.  It's a residential area.  It's a lot different 

than the motel or the hotel.  But it's a big deal.

Would you want it in your back yard is all I 

can say to you guys.

I don't think you would.

I hate that these folks -- this property was 

-- it's been vacant for two years since the church moved.  

It was actually purchased, and the gentleman wanted to make 

it a wedding venue.  And he came before you guys, and I 

think it was shot down.  He had to go jump through some 

hoops.  But then his wife ended up getting a position in Las 
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Vegas with -- a very good job with one of the casinos, and 

they moved.  And they sold this property to these folks.

So, yes, there's some half-truths there.

Again, I'm not anti-cannabis.  This isn't 

about pro or anti.  This is about opening a cannabis 

dispensary in a 100-year-old residential neighborhood that 

was a church just two and a half years ago.  Okay?  And 

that's tongue in cheek.  I don't know.  

I apologize so much for what I did.  I 

apologize.  But when you care about your property and you 

care about where you live, ma'am, and you see a house that 

is blighted or you see someone coming in and you just want 

to fight for it.  And I apologize.

So, please, all of y'all, accept my apology.

MS. ADOLPH:  We do, indeed.

MR. DAIGLE:  Hold on a second.  

MR. HENDERSON:  I know that, sir.

MR. DAIGLE: I have a question.  I'm -- 

because it was mentioned earlier, and I'm trying to figure 

out.  This is a zoning text amendment where they're trying 

to -- the case being made is that they want to amend the 

text for it to be legal to be able to sell in B-1 and R-B.

Am I correct on that?

Why do we keep hearing about a specific 

properties?  This is the second time St. Matthews Church has 
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been brought up.

MR. HENDERSON:  That's the property that 

they're in, sir.

MR. DAIGLE:  Who?

MR. HEWES:  I don't think he understands what 

was asked.

This is not about the property.  This is 

about city zoning.

MR. DAIGLE:  But we keep hearing about a 

specific property.  So I'm curious is there something else 

going on, if there's already some sort of an agreement that 

we're not aware of, or something going on where they're 

trying to change this to suit a specific property that's 

already been bought, being operated out of in some form or 

fashion.  

MR. HENDERSON:  You're asking me --

MR. DAIGLE:  I am asking you. 

MR. HENDERSON:  -- if they're operating out 

of it?

MR. DAIGLE:  No.  I'm asking you is there 

something else that you know of that -- because you're the 

second person to mention this specific property.

MR. HENDERSON:  Forgive me.  I want to make 

sure I'm clear.  What you're asking, sir, is if I realize 

that this is -- this is a zoning -- yeah, they're trying to 
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amend the 500 foot regulation so they can have it zoned as 

eligible to sell cannabis, that's correct.

MR. DAIGLE:  No.  

MR. HENDERSON:  Okay.

MR. DAIGLE:  They're trying restate the text.  

So the text now does not allow them to operate in R-B and 

B-1.

MR. HENDERSON:  Okay.  Yeah, the're trying to 

restate --

(Talking over each other.)

MR. HENDRSON:  Yeah.  They want to make it a 

right of ownership versus a planning commission issue.  Is 

that correct?

MR. DAIGLE:  That it's guaranteed by right 

that they can operate in R-B or B-1.  But you're referencing 

a specific property, you said would you want them --

MR. SELLERS:  I think I may possibly clarify 

that.  

MR. DAIGLE:  Go ahead, please.

MR. SELLERS:  And I recommend, I suggest that 

we bring the lady from Southern Roots back to discuss this 

because she's actually the one that brought this 

application.  The site he's talking talk about I think is 

Southern Roots site is my understanding.

MR. HENDERSON:  The next issue that we're 
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going to be hearing after this is also a Southern Roots 

issue where they're seeking to split the property so that --

MS. ADOLPH:  Mr. Henderson, we can only 

address this issue right now.  Okay?

MR. HENDERSON:  Oh, I'm sorry.  We'll wait 

for that one.  I'm sorry.  I'm excited.  I like being up 

here.

MS. ADOLPH:  And we appreciate as a citizen 

your passion, believe me.  

MR. HENDERSON:  Well, it's my home. 

MS. ADOLPH:  Well, just hold it a little 

back. 

MR. HENDERSON:  I can pull the reins back.  

MS. ADOLPH:  Pull it in.

MR. HENDERSON:  Sorry, ma'am.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, sir.

Anyone else to speak against this?  And we 

need your card.

MR. HANCOCK:  Can I say something?

MS. ADOLPH:  Yes. 

MR. HANCOCK:  So just to clarify on why we 

had to gavel earlier I think is because you're not allowed 

to address people in the audience.  You have to address the 

commission.  That was the mistake he made.  So just to 

clarify that.
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So my question, and this may clarify his 

comments, is to Greg, and that is:  I think what we're 

getting at is if we add the additional zones by approving 

this measure, then they won't have to come back before the 

commission to open dispensaries in these additional zones, 

just like they wouldn't have to open or come back here and 

get our approval to open a dispensaries in the two that 

already exist.  Is that right?

MR. HOLMES:  Correct.  They would be allowed 

by right.

MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.  And then another 

question for you that was a little bit confusing --

THE COURT REPORTER:  Can you talk into your 

microphone?  I'm having a problem hearing.

MR. HANCOCK:  Sorry about that.

Another question that's a little bit 

confusing for me is does this change the 500 foot 

requirement?  One of the zones is R-B, so you're going to be 

right in the middle of residences if we were to approve this 

measure that includes R-B.  So would this add R-B and they'd 

still have to be 500 feet from a residence, or does that 

eliminate the 500 feet?

MR. HOLMES:  It's my understanding that they 

want to add the R-B, B-1, and the remove the 500 feet.

MS. ADOLPH:  Can you speak a little louder, 
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Mr. Holmes?  We can't understand.

MR. HOLMES:  I'm sorry.  I'm not a loud 

person, but I can try.

MS. ADOLPH:  I know.

MR. HOLMES:  It's my understanding that 

they're requesting to add this use in B-1 and R-B and remove 

the 500 foot distance requirement.

MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.  Is that listed in this 

request somewhere?  I didn't see the removal of the 500 foot 

requirement.

MS. ILLING: (From audience) I'm sorry, that's 

not the intent. 

MS. ADOLPH:  Wait, Ms. Illing.  One moment.

MR. HANCOCK:  We'll get you back.

MR. COLA:  My name is Gordon Cola.

MS. ADOLPH:  Wait one moment.  Let us finish 

this to the staff.

MR. COLA:  Oh, y'all looked at me.

MR. HOLMES:  According to the information you 

guys submitted, that's the request.  You'd have to clarify 

from the applicant if they want to amend that.  But based on 

information that we got, that's what the request is.

MR. HANCOCK:  So the request is to add the 

zones but not to eliminate the 500 foot requirement?  Or the 

request is to eliminate the 500 foot requirement?
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MR. HOLMES:  The way it's written in there 

instead of it being planning commission approval for 500 

foot, it's an R to be by right.  So that would make it that 

you don't need planning commission approval if you're within 

500 feet of residential use.

PERSON IN AUDIENCE:  Please speak up.

MR. HANCOCK:  So you would have to -- they 

would still have to get approval from the planning 

commission and --

MR. HOLMES:  They would not.

MR. HANCOCK:  Oh, they would not?

MR. HOLMES:  Right.

MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.

MS. ADOLPH:  So at this point for clarity 

purposes, would you stand up and say that again?  Because I 

know that everyone didn't hear what our expert said coming 

from the city.

MR. HOLMES:  Based on the information that 

was submitted to us, they're removing that requirement for 

it to be within -- to be planning commission approval within 

500 feet.  In the chart, it's listed as P which is planning 

commission approval.  What was submitted to us has an R for 

right.  So the request is for it to be by right.

MS. ADOLPH:  By right.  So they -- it would 

not have to come before planning for any additional 
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ventures --

MR. HOLMES:  Correct.

MS. ADOLPH:  -- in our city.  

Thank you, sir, for the clarity.

Anything else for our experts right now?

MR. HANCOCK:  No.

MS. ADOLPH:  Sorry, sir.

MR. COLA:  No problem.

MS. ADOLPH:  Could you state your name and 

your address.

MR. COLA:  Yeah.  My name is Gordon Cola, 

C-O-L-A.  I've lived at 1123 32nd Avenue for 36 years.  No, 

I'm sorry.  For 30 years, I'm sorry.  Thirty years, after 

Katrina and before Katrina.

This is a historical residential 

neighborhood.  My house is 112 years old with several other 

houses that are 100 plus years old that people have sunk 

hundreds of thousands of dollars in.  

We are trying to hold this neighborhood 

together, even though we have several vermin in our 

neighborhood, and that's a nice way to say it. 

We have our own problems.  And we are 

sticking together as a neighborhood to try to solve those 

problems without the city's help.  We have pleaded to the 

city.
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I don't know if I'm speaking proper on the 

agenda here tonight, but as far as I know, they want to put 

this dispensary at that location of the old church.

I don't have a problem with legal marijuana 

or medical marijuana.  This is America.  Do what you want if 

it makes you feel good as long as you don't hurt anybody.  

If it's your medicine, it's good.

But in that location, I feel it's bad.  

There's plenty other locations in this city and the Gulf 

Coast.  

We already have a gas station, a Chevron 

station, right there two blocks from me, one block from 

where the supposed site is going to be, that causes major 

chaos in that neighborhood.  

We don't need anything to attract any other 

type of element in that neighborhood because once me and 

other people leave that neighborhood, that neighborhood is 

gone.  It's over with.  It will be nothing but rentals.  And 

Gulfport don't need any more rentals.  They need home 

ownership.  They need people to invest.

So please do not allow that business to go at 

that location.  There are other locations in this area for 

that.

MS. ADOLPH:  Is there anything else you want 

to share with us pertinent to this right now?
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MR. COLA:  No.  I'm just saying, you know, I 

mean, I'm proud of my house.  Like I said, it's 112 years 

old. 

MS. ADOLPH:  It's beautiful.  I got one of 

those.

MR. COLA:  Please don't push me out of the 

neighborhood.  My house was built before this dispensary, 

and this dispensary will be built close to my house.

That's all I have to say.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you for coming to talk to 

us as a citizen.  Thank you.

MR. COLA:  All right.  Thank you.

MS. ADOLPH:  Anyone else to speak against 

this request?  Anyone else to speak against this request?  

MR. FOSTER:  Good evening.  My name is Jim 

Foster.  I live at 816 Lewis Avenue in Gulfport.  That's the 

West Side.

So I'm here to speak against this text 

amendment because, as I understand it, it will affect the 

West Side in the Smart Code district by allowing what 

currently is allowed through planning commission approval in 

a T4+, a T5, and it appears to me also a T6 generally to be 

allowed by right instead of planning commission approval.

And so I believe that the reason that these 

are currently by planning comission approval is because the 
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intent is to get input back from the community so that you 

folks can make a deliberative decision as to whether that 

would be appropriate use in that particular area or not.

And if these are changed by right, then 

that's exactly what's going to happen.  They're going to go 

in in those areas without any consideration of what the 

neighborhood particularly thinks.

And I know it wasn't intended, but there's 

been a lot of discussion about the next agenda item which is 

currently a planning commission approval.  If it was to be a 

medical marijuana dispensary, it would be planning 

commission approval and would have to come before this body 

and you've already heard a number of people are opposed to 

that.

If the proposed change were to be enacted, 

they could withdraw that request right now because it would 

be allowed there by right.

So I would just urge you, I think you've got 

a good set of rules to go by right now, and I would urge  

you to not approve this text change amendment.

And that kind of leads me to, you know, why, 

why would you want to change that from planning commission 

approval to a by right, especially something new like this 

which we have no idea how it's going to impact the 

communities when these dispensaries are opened.
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It seems to me that the reason, the why, the 

answer is because they do want to take out that public 

feedback of whether it's right for this particular area, 

this particular location or not.  And it would be a by 

location decision since these would be by right.

So that pretty much sums it up.  And I do 

appreciate you all.  This is why they call it a thankless 

job, I guess.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, Mr. Foster.  

Appreciate it.

MR. FOSTER:  Thank you.  Questions?

MS. ADOLPH:  Anyone else to speak against 

this?

MR. MCCOWN:  Good evening.  

MS. ADOLPH:  Good evening.

MR. MCCOWN:  First, let me try to clear up a 

little bit --

MS. ADOLPH:  Your name and address.

MR. MCCOWN:  Jeff McCown, William J. McCown, 

702 Camp Avenue, in the West Side.

Let me try to clear up a little bit of I 

think some confusion because there's several speakers that 

have spoke on Item Number 10 in your agenda when what we're 

focused on is Item Number 9.

And how did that come to be?
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Well, Item Number 10 mentions a specific 

address, and apparently there's some community knowledge.  

How did I learn about Item Number 10?  It's because that 

address was mentioned in the application for Item Number 9. 

This 1301 31st Avenue is the address that I believe Ms. 

Illing referred to as the only one that accepted their offer 

out of three possible offers that they made.

So I'm not trying to speak on Item Number 10 

because we're focused on Item Number 9 which is a zoning 

amendment.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, sir.

MR. MCCOWN:  Okay?  But I believe that's 

exactly how we got some input on Item Number 10 a little 

early here.

With regard to Item Number 9, a zoning text 

amendment, part of the application that I saw comes from 

this Chart of Permitted Uses.  I ran a copy of one specific 

page here.  And this is along the lines that Jim Foster, the 

person just before me, mentioned.  It appears that some 

things in here that are currently listed as planning 

commission approval with a P designation are hand modified 

with an R for by right, including the question around 

whether this 500 feet within a residential would be affected 

by this.  And if that was voted on and approved as a by 

right, I believe what I heard, what I thought before I came 
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here anyway, was that that would essentially remove that 500 

feet within a residential situation from a requirement.

Well, in doing so, that means that people 

would not be able to come and voice any kind of approval or 

disapproval should a specific address, like Number 10, in 

the agenda come up as for discussion.  And by removing the 

input of the community, that's exactly the wrong way that 

this whole zoning situation with regard to the dispensary 

was set up.

So I've heard that this is a fairly new 

section having to do with a new use, and I've heard how it 

was set up.  I've heard that there are more city locations 

that would be permissible by the conditions than what the 

Mississippi state conditions would allow.  I believe I heard 

that correctly.

MR. HANCOCK:  Correct.

MR. MCCOWN:  From that, it appears to me that 

this is a zoning issue, number one, that the request is to 

make things by right rather than planning commission 

approval, number two, and that my personal opinion that that 

would be the wrong direction, especially given that it's a 

new use where public input should be on a location specific 

situation be allowed.

That's the nature of my request tonight, to 

disallow this zoning text amendment.  I don't know if 
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there's other situations in here that I may have overlooked.  

I'm specifically referring to this one that I saw the pencil 

marks on that changed planning commission approval to by 

right.

If there are others in the definitions or 

otherwise, I'm not sure about the cannabis dispensary use, 

but I'm really against anything having to do with removing 

public input to the planning commission.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, sir.

Anyone else to speak against this text 

amendment?  Anyone else to speak against this?  Anyone else 

to speak against this measure?  

Yes, sir.  Take your time.

MR. CAMERON:  You have to forgive me.  I'm 

blind, so it's difficult to maneuver.

MS. ADOLPH:  Take your time.  Take your time.

MR. CAMERON:  My name is Drew Cameron.  My 

family has owned the property at 1219 31st Avenue since 

1947.  My family has lived there, different members of my 

family have lived there.

I hate to see a facility of this nature go 

into this residential neighborhood.  They're talking about a 

500 foot boundary from the actual dispensary if that's what 

that's going to be.

Our home is 225 feet from this facility.  You 
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have four other residential homes in approximately that same 

distance, way less than 300 feet.

I hate to see the scope of the neighborhood 

change like this.  I, like so many others, don't have a 

problem with medical marijuana.

What I have a problem with is locating this 

facility in a residential neighborhood.  It's true, we do 

have Memorial's Outpatient Surgical Center, as well as 

medical offices, right there.

I have talked with a doctor who practices in 

that medical clinic.  He said, Drew, I am not against 

medical marijuana.  He said, I am for it but this in my 

opinion is not a proper location to locate this facility.

Since CSX closed the railroad crossing there 

at 31st Avenue, it's a dead-end, if you will.  There is not 

a lot of parking around this property except for the Gulf 

South or Memorial Outpatient Surgical Center which is 

directly across the street.  I'm afraid if you have a lot of 

people coming in here seeking medical assistance through 

cannabis it's going to create a problem for them.

But it's also going to create a problem on 

the street.  There's very, very little parking.  Our lot is 

a 25 foot lot.  It's part of Original Gulfport.  They don't 

build them like that any more I don't think.  But that's an 

issue.
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The house immediately south of us stayed on 

the market for over 12 years because there was no parking.  

It had been a pediatric cardiologist's office.  And I don't 

know what he was thinking when he bought that place but 

there are two parking spots out front and maybe four in 

back.

Prior to that, it was a law office with 16 

attorneys, secretaries, receptionist.  They had to move out 

because after they bought it they realized there's no 

parking here.

So one of the issues for us is what happens 

to the parking.  We've got one space in front of our house.  

That's it.  Most people own two cars.  We can't park in the 

back because people when they come they choose to park in 

front.

I just don't think our neighborhood can 

survive the number of people that would be coming into a 

proposed dispensary there.

The other thing is several years ago, we had 

a hookah bar just on the other side of the doctors' offices 

over there.  About 3:00 a.m. one morning, we heard -- we 

were woken up by three shots.  People came out of the hookah 

bar to rob a guy shooting three times, left him for dead.  

As we understand it, they got $20 out of it.

Medical marijuana, I'm sure, is much, much 
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more valuable than that.  If they put that in there, I'm 

worried about security.  Someone has spoken to the issue of 

security in there, and it would be properly supervised.  

But, you know, you're going to have to convince me of that 

if it goes in there.

I'm really concerned about that there will 

probably be robberies, holdups, shootings.  I don't know 

that.  I can only suppose.  But it does cross my mind.  I 

have a very big concern about that.

I would appreciate it if you would not allow 

this in a primarily residential neighborhood.  We've got 

five houses right there on 31st Avenue just immediately  

south of this facility.  You have other homes on 32nd Avenue 

that people have talked about.  It's residential.  It's not 

something that would be -- I can't imagine any pharmacy  

locating in there.  Just it doesn't make sense.

But at any rate, that's my opinion.  I 

appreciate your time.  Thank you for hearing me.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, Mr. Cameron.  Thank 

you.

Anyone else to speak against this?  Anyone 

else to speak against this zoning text amendment?

 MR. DIX:  My name is Brian Dix.  My address 

is 23920 Stablewood Drive, Pass Christian, Mississippi.

I appreciate y'all's time this evening.
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I'm a physician.  I've practiced in Harrison 

County 29 years.  I'm an anesthesiologist.  I know a little 

bit about opioids.  I also deal in chronic pain management.  

I deal in opioid interventional treatment.  We do a lot of 

it right down the street.  Gulf South Outpatient Surgery 

Center with Memorial Hospital is renting that property now.

I am not opposed to medicinal marijuana.  I 

have a lot of patients I see in my office who are on 

medicine marijuana, and they get it at other areas.  

I am opposed to the zoning change because if 

you all change this zone tonight, it's going to allow a lot 

of other people to put these in a lot of places that you 

might not otherwise want them.

I'll just leave it at that.  I agree with the 

last two people ahead of me who spoke very eloquently.  If 

it does pass, I'll be back to speak on the next issue.

Thank you for your time.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, Dr. Dix.

Anyone else to speak against this zoning text 

amendment?  

I have recognized you to come back and give 

some clarity as the author presenting this.

MS. ILLING:  Thank you.

So just to clarify, yes, per the application, 

the property that is intended to be leased for the 
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dispensary and the property where the state has awarded a 

license is at 1301 31st Avenue.  That is zoned T4+ which, 

you know, as illustrated by the clinics on the street is a 

zoning that is commercial.  It is a zoning that allows for 

medical facilities to operate.

So that zoning extends to 32nd, and then up 

north of the railroad tracks a couple of, one or two blocks 

north of the railroad tracks.

That is a transect zone that from my research 

through public record request was established to create 

hybrid uses so that downtown Gulfport could be a vibrant 

place to live and work, a place where someone could choose 

to live downtown and be able to walk to go out to eat and 

walk across the street to see their doctor or go to their 

pharmacy.

So it is a commercial zone.  And the -- that 

is not especially relevant to this particular request which 

is about the text amendment generally.  And I think there 

might have been -- well, a little misunderstanding, but I 

certainly would -- I would support -- I would be happy if 

the commission did support adding the zones by commission 

approval.

These additional zones that are being 

requested including T4+ and T5, they, you know -- if those 

zones were to include planning commission approval, I think 
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that is very warranted because, you know, I trust that 

you're the body that has the best interest of the city at 

heart and is able to make determinations on a case by case 

basis.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you for the clarity.  

Thank you.

MR. DAIGLE:  So, before you go.  I'm sorry.

I guess I'm not understanding what your -- 

because now you're talking T4+ and T5, and, Greg, what I'm 

understanding is that the application is to include B-1 and 

R-B.  Is that correct?

MR. HANCOCK:  No.  There's a list of about 

eight of them.  It's on Page 215 of your packet.  Currently 

in the existing regulations of B-2 and B-4, what they want 

to add is in addition to B-2 and B-4, they want to add B-1, 

R-B, T4+, T5, and T6.  Is that correct?

MR. LONG:  Do you want me to speak on this?

MR. DAIGLE:  Please.

MS. ADOLPH:  I think you have to trade now.

MS. ILLING:  Thank you.

MS. ADOLPH:  And who are you? 

MR. LONG:  I'm Cory.  My name is Cory Long.   

I work for the City of Gulfport, staff member, 1410 24th 

Avenue, Gulfport, Mississippi.

If you look through her application, one of 
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the things in there is the ordinance that was actually 

passed by the planning commission and then by the City.

One of the items that she wrote on there, one 

of the definitions was a strike-through on any use that is 

specific to the T zones.  Okay?  So that was allowed to 

stay, the T zones were allowed to stay.  But there were some 

modifications to that under her request to open up the T 

zones.

So right now you're only allowed in the B-2, 

B-4 zones for medical cannabis dispensaries.  So her request 

is going to allow the zones to jump to a B-1 and an R-B.  In 

addition to that, the equivalents to those in Smart 

Code/Hybrid Code, which would include T4+, T5, T6.

So if you look at the maps under the request 

-- sorry, Mr. Spann, I'm sorry to have to pivot you around. 

This map is actually in your packet.  It's just we zoomed in 

on the locations to help you see them a little better.

The green zones are the areas that are 

currently allowed for medical cannabis dispensaries.

Now, that area right there in the southwest 

corner is deceptive because a lot of that is city owned 

property.  But ultimately I believe that turned into about 

13.8 percent of the city for just the B-2 and B-4 for 

medical cannabis dispensaries.

And, Greg, if you don't mind moving through 
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the slides because this jumps from quadrant to quadrant of 

the city, assuming I-10 and Highway 49 create a quadrant.  

So the northeast quadrant of the city, you would 

see where these zones could potentially open up.  And, yes, 

it includes some of the areas along eastern Dedeaux Road, a 

little bit further north along 605, Florence Gardens 

potentially, and Three Rivers Road.

Greg, if you don't mind, please.

And then you get to the southeastern quadrant 

of the city, and then you see where the T zones scatter 

along Pass Road, all the way down 605 to Highway 90.  And 

then back toward the downtown area, if you don't mind one 

more time, Greg, please, you'll see that it opens up onto 

downtown, 20th Street heading west, and then potentially 

some areas of West Side.

That being said, her request was by right.. 

That was her request for that.  But the planning commission 

has the authority to modify that request to planning 

commission approval, special exception, allowed in certain 

zones and not allowed in certain zones.  It is within your 

latitude the way I understand it.  Greg, is that correct?

That's the way I understand it's within your 

latitude.  I was just up to provide information for you guys 

to help you make a better decision.

MR. DAIGLE:  Thank you.
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MS. ADOLPH:  Any other questions of Mr. Long?

Thank you.

Commissioners, you've heard the discussion.

MR. HANCOCK:  Let me ask another question.  I 

think I've already convinced myself of what the answer is.

But typically when there's a zoning text 

amendment, in the years that I've been here, that's always 

been brought to us by the city.  I don't recall a time when 

the zoning text amendment has been brought to us by someone 

other than the city.

MR. SELLERS:  I agree with that.

MS. ADOLPH:  I agree.

MR. HANCOCK:  And it even says it was -- this 

is why I was confused because if  I'm reading the agenda, it 

says zoning text amendment PC 171 by Lauren Illing, City of 

Gulfport.

She's not with the City of Gulfport.  So I'm 

not sure why it says that.  This is somebody outside of the 

city, outside of the administration, that's bringing this to 

us.  I don't think I've seen that before.  Am I correct?

MR. SELLERS:  I'd agree.  I don't think in 

all the time I've ever seen that either, to my recollection.

MR. LONG:  Cory Long again, staff.

So during the records search that I was doing 

this, I actually have found that there's been several 
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instances of this historically.  It has not happened in the 

relatively recent past.  But when you get back historic and 

you fall back about eight, ten years, even before I started 

with the planning office, I found that there are some 

records of other people requesting zoning changes.

And so it's well within the applicant's 

right.  If I made a mistake on the legal description, it was 

mostly probably because it's a City of Gulfport ordinance, 

and there may have been some misreading on my part.  But it 

is our ordinance that the applicant is requesting to amend.

MS. ADOLPH:  If that is the case, Mr. Long,     

could it be designated as a citizen of the City of Gulfport 

rather than saying just City of Gulfport which then presents 

a lack of clarity for us as commissioners.

MR. LONG:  I understand.  That's all I can do 

really is apologize on that.  Just like everybody else, 

we're hit with a lot of cases.  So all we can do is our 

best.

MS. ADOLPH:  Okay.  Not complaining.  You do 

a good job.

MR. HANCOCK:  I'll also point out this real 

quickly that this is -- we passed a plan in this body within 

the last few months, and this, to me, this would be a major 

overhaul to the plan that we passed a few months ago.  It's 

kind of odd that it includes R-B which is going to get you 
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really, really close to some residents.

If we had heartburn against about the last 

one, this is a lot -- this goes a lot farther in that 

direction.

So I'm really kind of surprised that they 

even put that in this request.  The last case, I was kind of 

on the fence about it because I really kind of disagree with 

the classification of a hotel as a house as a home.  But 

nevertheless it is.

But in this case, we would basically be 

approving by right because they've scratched through the 

code and put an R instead of a P.

So to put these things in all the R-B 

locations, that would be a gross, a really, really big 

change to what we passed three or four months ago.

So just something that makes me 

uncomfortable.

MS. ADOLPH:  I hear you thinking out loud, 

Mr. Hancock.  Do you want to offer a motion then?

MR.  HANCOCK:  I will eventually, but I'll 

give other people a chance to talk.

MS. ADOLPH:  Still thinking out loud?  Anyone 

else?

MR. SELLERS:  I would say I agree with Doug 

in the fact, in several matters there, but one I don't ever 
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remember a  text amendment coming from the public.

I am one of the ones who felt like a hotel 

was somewhat restrictive considering it a residence, but in 

this particular application, you are talking about by right 

allowing R-B zones and all that, and I just can't go that 

far and agree to that.

My suggestion would be that the groups in 

favor of making changes get with the city planning 

department and discuss the possibilities and see if some 

reasonable agreement can't be arrived at to maybe possibly 

open up some other venues, areas, to dispensaries.

But I can't approve this as presented.  And I 

don't really see any way we can even modify it at this point 

without more information and more discussion.

So I will go ahead and make a motion to deny 

the request Case File 2209PC171 and again suggest that 

continued discussion be carried on in this matter with the 

planning department.

MR. HANCOCK:  I'll second that.

MS. ADOLPH:  We have a motion and a second to 

deny Zoning Text Amendment request 2209PC171.  Is there any 

need for further discussion?

MR. DAIGLE:  I just want to throw out I'm in 

favor of figuring out a good avenue so this medical 

marijuana can find a place in the community.  I've heard a 
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lot of good compelling arguments where I think it's going to 

find a place.  I think that my opinion is because I was also 

in favor of the previous case that we had with the hotel.  I 

don't think -- I know hotel is considered in a residential 

zoning area, but I don't think it's a personal residence.  

But that's my opinion.

I do think there's a place for this.  There 

were other options I think that they could have gone down.  

I just want to state what is out there in the future.  

There's B-3, there's B-1.  If you're trying to do one zoning 

area at a time, seeing if maybe we can grab a little bit 

this, spread it out, I think though that my opinion is this 

is just too much.  I can't support it, especially without it 

having planning commission approval.

So that's my thought.  But I do think it has 

a place, and I don't want to just throw out there that I'm 

not in favor of medical marijuana because I think it has a 

place in our community.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, Mr. Daigle.

Any other comments coming from commissioners?

Reverend Spann?

MR. SPANN:  I just feel strongly about what 

we voted on last time.  And this one here, yes, it has a 

place in our community.  And I would implore them to find, 

look to find those places that are permitted by what we 
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voted on as a planning commission.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, sir.

Coach Jones?

MR. JONES:  Basically, I'm in agreement with 

90 percent of this committee.  And when you think about 

across the state, you may have 27 or 29, whatever.  It's not 

a great number.

Now, I do know marijuana works.  My 

brother-in-law died taking it, but it gave him an appetite.

But at this time, I just can't support it as 

for it being where they want it to be, and we don't know 

enough about the background.

MS. ADOLPH:  Thank you, sir.  

Any other comments?  We have a motion and a 

second on the floor to deny Zoning Text Amendment 2209PC171.  

Those all in favor of denial, please raise your hand.

(Unanimous vote.)

MS. ADOLPH:  The motion is then denied.
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  BEFORE THE CITY OF GULFPORT PLANNING COMMISSION

2209PC171

COURT REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

I, Norma Jean Ladner Soroe, Certified Shorthand 

Reporter, do hereby certify that to the best of my skill and 

ability I have reported the hearing held before the City of 

Gulfport Planning Commission and that the foregoing 60 pages 

constitute a true and correct transcription of said hearing 

held on the 22nd day of September 2022.

I do further certify that my certificate annexed 

hereto applies only to the original and certified 

transcript.  The undersigned assumes no responsibility for 

the accuracy of any reproduced copies not made under my 

control and direction.

Witness my signature this the 26th day of October 

2022.

__________________________________

NORMA JEAN LADNER SOROE, CSR #1297

Certified Shorthand Reporter
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